CR ; ” 4 54m 


xx id MEE. LES . _ 


PLAIN PANS 


VIS ORSHIP 


wh 


? With Additions, 25 well as Emendations, 


THE 


WAY OF 


AND 


PRACTICE. 


—. 


The fourth Cnitinrs : 


— 0%" "i . _— 


Joh. 4. v. 37- 
One foweth, and nies a: that v. 35. both 
He that ſoweth, and He that reapeth, may regoece 
TR { ro wir, 1n the other world. ] 


——— —_— ——_ 


—— — 


LONDON, 


' Printed for R. White, and F. Martin, and 
are to be ſold at the Sign of the Belt 
in S*, Paul's Church-yard, 


hb eee 


Wet 4 wot ADELE. cn iS 


18 
$ 


* 


364466,6540 088 


PR HrHes 
THE 


PREFACE. 


Bout fix Months ſince, not- 
withſtanding the diſcourage- 

ments of my Eaucation, my 

poor Eſtate , and almoſt de- 
- rrepit old «Age , Tadventured to give 
« 4 plain andhoneſt account, as in the pres 
ſence of God, of ſuch things, as upon ma<- 

| Ture Conſideration ſeemed to me of great 

' uſe towards my having peace of mind in 

thus World, and aſſurance of happineſs 
3. #1: that which ts to come : and which 1 
F therefore thought might alſo be in like 
| manner benefcsal to others, At that 
rime I made my ſelf a Debter, by promi- 

; frag that if Tfound any good done by my 
HE AZ attempt, 
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attempt, I would offer ſome other things - 
to my Generation,” and be farther a Fool, 
for Chriſts ſake. In reference whereto © 
being made to belicue, that what was | 
then written, has been by Gods grace © 
uſeful unto aivers poor Souls 3 in this 
ſecond Edition, I have thought fit to- 
ſpeak unto the Reader by way of Preface, 
and in the firſt place to adviſe him, that 
:f he ſeeks for learned enticing words of 
mans Wiſdom , or sf he defire to main- 
tain a Sector Party, by having mens. per- 
ſons in admiration, (though they wore, 
« Paul, Apollos, or Cephas, the moſt 
powerful Preachers, or gifted men in 
Prayer) or indeed labours to be any thin 
beſides a Chriſtian, he would look eliſe- 
where, and nat trouble himſelf with read- * 
sng this Book ,2.1n the ſecond place I have _ 
to admoniſh him , that he would read and. 
conſider the whole Book together, before i 
he judges of any part of it. 3. And; 
thirdly, That if his condition be not that 
of a Hutbandman, ſuch as mine is, ana” "i 
thoſe 1 immediately ſpeak unto, yet that |** 
he will not think himſelf therefore un- "© 
Co7ts - 
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' concerned in the Duties which are laid © 


| down : but know that in all likelihoed, 


| he is ſomewhat more concerned than they : 
: for inſtance; eA Handicraft Tradeſ- 


* man, or Shoap-Keeper, has generally more 


leiſure for reading and prayer, and bet- 


" ger opportunities of retiring unto privacy 


in order to thoſe duties , than the poor 
Country-man hai; and we are taught 
that to whom much is given, of them 


* much will be required ; beſides, 57 Ci- 


ries and Towns where Tradeſemen moſtly 
awell, there 1s more light and kirowleage, 


' than in the aark, Corners of the Nation 
" where the Husbandman lives: and be 


that knows his Maſters wil} and doth ir 
nor, ſhall be beaten with many ftripes z 


.when he who knew it not, ſhall be beaten 
, with few. 4. 1: the laft place, Iwould 
"have the Reader to conſider, that he then. 
profits by the reading of this and other 
. Books, net when he has learnt ſomething 
wwhich he did not know before , but when 


14 996 #5 perſmaded to do ſome Duty, which 
at the did not do before: and of this there 


Na. 


needs no farther proof than what I ſaid 


= A } but 
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but now of their eſtate, who knew their 
Lords will and did it not, and that ſaying 


of the Apoftle, that the Devils do believe, 7 


and yer are Devils ſtill : nay ſhall have 


greater damnation for that their know- 


ledge : for however at our Aſſizes the 


Malcfattor eſcapes for bus Clergy , and 


Skill in reading ; at the great Day of 


= —_— 


Judgement the proceedings of God will be | 


quite contrary; and he who ſinned againſb 


moſt light, ſhall beyond others be caſt into + 


utter darkneſs. 


May the 7.6 
IO71I. 
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I - Sol -x; Am a poor Husbandman, 
and many times hereto- 


— 


Þ fore ' in the daies of my 
E } ſtrength ) have upon occa- 
* fions help't ſundry of my Neighbours , 
| at day-work; and now, that my Chil- 
EE, A4 dren 
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dren are grown up in no better condition 
than that of a Renter on a Farm, which I 
manage by their labour and my own : 
Yet bred up, I bleſs my God, not only 
to read, but to write alſo , and over and 
above to ſome ſmattering in Learning, as 
having been once deſigned to be a poor 
Scholar in the Univerſity. For my ho- 
neſt Father, ſeeing in Himſelf many | 
waies and many times the great inconve- 
niencies of being illiterate, took great ' 
care to prevent them in us his Children 
and being I could read a little more di- 
ttintly and readily than any of my Bro- 
thers and Siſters, took moſt delight in | 
hearing me read; and I obſerving him | 
pleaſed with it, had the grace more 
and more to pleaſe him in this way, and | 
in pleaſing him, very much to benefit 
my ſelf, as fince I have found : for in his 
hearing at leiſure times, the Winter- 
night times eſpecially, I red over not on- 
. Iy the ſingle and double Pſalter, but the 
whole Bible alſo more than once, and 
thereby got into my head, even when I 


thought of no ſuch matter, rhe whole | 
Hiſtory | 


Tees ——— 
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Hiſtory in a manner ofthat Sacred Book, 
ro my great delight, as well as profic 


+ ever lince. 


Sett.,. 2, The means, which, being the 


, third Brother, was left me by my Fa- 


ther at his Death, together with that, 
which by Gods bleſſing upon my hcneft 
labours, I have hitherto enjoyed, was 


| and is very ſmall, But ſuch as it was 
'and is, I have been alwates refolyed, by 
; Gods Grace, to make it ſerve, and to 


live under itto; which thing I have ever 


done, I thank my God moſt heartily. 
And ſo have ſpent my daies in preat 


| peace and quietneſs. For when now [ 


write this 4. D. 1670. I have almoſt ft- 


' niſhed the ſoxty fift year of my life, And, 
; becauſe I ſeemto my ſelf to have gained, 
| eſpecially in my latter time, ſome good 
; Experiments as to right believing and 
; .Sodly walking, ſuch as may perhaps be 
| uſeful to my Children and Neighbours, 
, When I am gone; I have thought good, 
| after due advice, hereto fer them down : 


and in the firſt place, to mind my. ſelf 


| aswell as them, How I came to areſolu. 


AS tion 


tion and ſettlement of my mind, in the 
ſeveral differences, which now paſs, in 
matters of Faith, 
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Se. 3. For in cheſe laſt thirty years | 
of my Age, by reaſon of the troubles ' 


and diſtractions amongſt us, 1 have had 
many doubts about my Religion , and, 


Fool that I was / thought, by hearing | 
and ſeeing what every party could ſay for | 
themſelves, to have ſeen where had been 


moſt truth, and there to have fixed, *' 


Butclean contrary to my expectation, by 


' 


this means I became more unſettled than | 
ever. And no marvel , For how ſhould | 
I, being but one, and no way enabled ”y | 


Education to ſearch tothe bottom of ſuc 


differences ? How, I ſay, ſhould ſuch a 
i1mple man as 1, be able to judge and de- | 


termine of them ? Sometimes I thought 


of applying my (elf ro Miniſters and | 


Church-men : But they, I ſaw, were di- 
vided among themſelves, as much, nay 
more than any. And, it ſo happening, 
thatinthe Pariſh-where I was a Renter 


about four and twenty years ago, there | 
weretwo at one and the ſamertime , the | 
| TL... oC] 


d\ 


1 


; 
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the one an old man, ejeRed as a Malignant , 
in 


o 


ars | 


- 


od MR GE | Wo. 


ODT; Pg ops 
a GE ANTE ION... - ©. FOLIA, 


and another youngerly Gentleman of che 
Presbyterian way, who was fettled in his 
place by the Committees , I ſaw clearly, 
that to go to either of theſe, was not to 
refolye my doubts, but ro encreaſe them; 
or elſe, by a blind ſubmiſſion of my un- 


| derſtanding, to put an unreafonabte end 
| to them, Inſtead therefore of this way, 
| I began toconfer with my Neighbours, 
' and thoſe of che ſame condition-with my 


felf. But ſoon ſaw my Error, for none 
of us well underſtanding the things that 
we talkt of, we wearied our ſelves to'no 


| Purpoſe, and in the end fell on quarrel- 


ling one with another, very unbecom- 
ingly and very dangerouſly. And I re- 
member very well, how that towards 
the end of the War, I happening to talk 
with the Miller of our Town, who cat- 
led himſelf an Independent, about the 
Congregational Way, -as he termed it ;. 
and ſeeming to the By-ſtanders to be 
more in the right than he ; - without any 
more ado, this my good Netghbour 


ſtrikes me over the face, ſaying, The 
4 


e 
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one an old man, ejeRed as a Malignant , 
and another youngerly Gentleman of che 
Presbyterian way, who was fettled in his 


' Placeby the Committees , I ſaw clearly, 
' that to goto either of theſe, was not to 


refolye my doubts, but to encreaſe them';z 


| orelfe, by a blind ſubmiſſion of my un- 
| derſtanding, to put an unreafonable end 
| to them, Inſtead therefore of this way, 
| Ibegan toconfer with my Neighbours, 
' and thoſe of che ſame condition with my 


felf. But I ſoon faw my Error, for none 
of us well underſtanding the things that 
we talkt of, we wearied our ſelves to'no 
purpoſe, and in the end fell on quarrel- 
ling one with another, very unbecom- 
ingly and very dangerouſly. And I re- 
member very well, how that towards 
the end of the War, I happening to talk 
with the Miller of our Town, who cal- 
ted himſelf an Independent, about the 
Congregational Way, -as hetermed it ;- 
and ſeeming to the By-ſtanders to be 
more in the right than he , - without any 
more ado, this my good Netghbour 


ſtrikes me over the face, ſaying, The 


Lord 
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Lord rebuks thee and thy carnal reaſon-\ 


5ng.and ſo left me.Being,asl ſay,thus dif- | 


appointed of my hopes of benefiting my ' 
ſelf by Conference with myNeighbours,L 


fell next as far as my little ſtock would 


and, where that failed, to borrow them, 


* ac 22 


reach, to buy the Books that came out; , 


But here I was more confounded than | 
ever; finding new differences ftarted, | 
that 1 never dream't of, and obſerving 
my ſeit fill inclined to be of his Opinion, | 
that I red laſt, Which made it plain to 
me, that I ſhould never have done my 


doubting, til] I had done with my read- 


ing, Being inthis perplexity, I ingreat; 
diſcontent laid afide all my Books, except | 


my Bible ; and fell diligently, as I could 


days, and eſpecially on the Lords-day, to 
the reading of that; Ever when I met 
places of remarkable concernment ro me 


I might the better conſider of them. 
( But though I reſolved to confine my 


ſelf wholly to the Bible, yet having _ | | 
of 


get time from my work in the Week- | 


'*. 
* 


. 
, 


| | 
. in my condition, writing them down by | 


themſelves in a paper , that afterwards \ 


*: Macs! * ry 
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| of a Book called,The whole Duty of Man, 
' and that, that Book was deſigned for 
the uſe of private Families, I reſolved to 
look into it, and was reſolved after peru- 
ſal to keep it, becauſe that it did all along, 
; Without engaging me to any party , 
only call upon me to the univerſally ac- 
; knowledged Duty of Piety and Vertue , 
and as I hear, That that Book is ſo very 
full, that the moſt Learned do admire it, 
; ſo Ido find this benefit, that the meaneft 
| may underſtand it.) | 
Se, 4. The places, which at firſt I 

| topk eſpecial notice of, and which en- 
; couraged me to a more diligent inquiry, 
were theſe; John 5. wverſ. 39. Search 
| the Scriptures, for in them ye think, ye 
| have eternal life, and they are they 
| which teſtifie of me. 2 Ti. 3. V. 15, 
| 16,17. From a(hbild thou haſt known 
| the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
| make thee wiſe unto ſalvation , through 


\ Faith which 5s in Chriſt feſmis All Scri- 


Ne | pture & given by inſpiration of God, and 
y | # profitable for Dottrine, for reproef, 


'd | for correttion, for inftruftion in Righte- 
f! oufneſs , 
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ouſneſs ; that the man of God may be per- 


fet, throughly furniſhed unto all good 


works, John 7.v. 16,17, Feſus an- | 
ſwered and ſaid, My Doftrine is not | 
mine, but his that ſent me, If any man | 


will do his will, he ſhall know of the Do- 
arine, whether it be of God. And 


Fames 1.5. If any man lack, wiſdom 


tet him aik, of God, who giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not, and 


it ſhall be given him. Again, Mart. 18. | 


Ve 2,3, 4. Jeſus called alittle Child un- 
to him, and ſet him in the midſt of 
them, and ſaid, Ferily 1 ſay unto you, 


Except ye be converted, and become as | 


little Children , ye ſhall not enter into 


the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoſoever | 
therefore ſhall bumble himſelf as this lit- | 


tle Child, the ſame us greateſ® in the 


{ 
; 
| 
( 
( 
( 
| 
Kingdom of Heaven. Having choſen | a 
| E 
1 
a 
V 
3 


out theſe aforefaid Scriptures, 1 ſeemed 


to my ſelf to be in a certain and dire | 


way to ſatisfaRtion, the word of truth 
telling me, that if. I ſearcht the Scri- 
ptures, in th:m 1 might have Erernal 
Life; be wiſe unto Salvation, be _ 

an 


| 


; 


: 
0 
4 
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and throughly furniſh'e to all good 


' works; eſpecially, if by a holy Conver- 
' ſation I did the will of God, for then TI 


' ſhould knowof the Doftrine ; and al- 


ſo did pray to God for Wiſdom, for ir 


1s ſaid, that then it ſhould be given me ; 


| 


WAY» 


and'alſo did bring the humble temper of 


| a Child, for it is ſaid, That of ſuch is 


the Kingdom: of God; and he that ſo 
bumbles himſelf, ſhall be greateſt in the 


| Kingdom of Heaven. 


SetF, 5. Accordingly fetting my ſelf 


| towalk as cloſely, a+ I could, ro God in 
' Duty, and humbling my ſelf before him, 
| putting aſide, as much as poſlibly I 

could, all -prepoſfeflion of Opinions 


or Parties, and making my earneſt Pray- 
er, That he, who revealed to Babes thoſe 
Myfteries, which were hid from the wiſe 
and prudent ( and who was pleaſed to 
make the firſt diſcoveries of his coming 
into the World ro poor Shepherds, and 
afterwards made Fiſhermen his Apoſtles) 
would ſhew me alſo his light and his 
truth, and direct my goings in the 


Set, 
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Seft. 6. I proceeded therefore very. 
diligently in reading of the Scriptures, |, 
ſtill obſerving my former courſe of no- | | 
ting down in paper ſuch places, as ſeem- | 
ed likely ro contribute to the ſettlement of | , 
my mind. Among which, none made ' . 
a deeper impreſſion on me, than hoſe 
which expreſt the temper of the Goſpel, 
and diſpenſation of the DoQtrine of it ; | j 
as Epheſ. 6. 19. where it is called, The | | 
Goſpel of Peace, Matth. 22. 37, 38, 39+, , 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with! 
all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and, , 
with all thy ſtrength , this us the firſs , 
and great Commandment ; And the fe-l7, 
cond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy| 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. On theſe two|, 
Commandments hang all the Law and, 
the Prophets, Rom. 13. 8. He that ws 
loveth another , hath fulfilled the Law.|,, 
For this, Thou ſhalt not commit eAdul-\j, 
_ ftery, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, Thou ſhalt not| 
kill, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, |, 
Thou ſhalt not covet ; and if there be any, 
other Commandment, it us briefly compre-|,z, 
hended in this, namely, Thou ſhalt lovely 
thy 
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ry. thy Neighbonr as thy ſelf. Love work- 


”> | eth no evil to his neigbour 3 therefore 
0 | Love is the fulfilling. of the Law. 
po" 1 Joh. 2. 16. He that loveth his bro- 
4 ' ther, abideth in the light, and there is 
c #one occaſion of ſtumbling in him. Joh. 
rs 14.27. Peace I leave with you , my 
el3| peace I give unto you ; Not as the 
4 World giveth, give I unto you. Joh 
*\13. 34. 4A new (ommanament 1 give 
,, unto you, that ye love one another, as I 
1? | have loved you, that ye alſo love one 4« 
£4 nother. By this ſhall all men know, that 
rf 'ye are my Diſciples, if ye have loweone 
ee 
', Iro another, -Heb. 12.14. Follow peace 
\with all men, and holineſs, without which 
WO no man ſhall ſee the Lord, Rom. 16. 17. 
"a; beſeech you, brethren, mark, them 
At \wbich cauſe diviſions and offences cons 
W* \trary to the doftrine which ye have 
al- learned, and avoid them, For they that 
'0\ are ſuch ſerve not our Lord Feſw Chriſt, 
h \but their own belly , and by good words 
'Y \and far ſpeeches deceive the hearts of 
© [the ſrmple. AR. 2.1. The multitude 
Ve lof Believers are deſcribed to be with one 


accord 
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accord in one place, v. 46. They cont:- 
nucd daily with one accord in the Tem- | 
ple. Joh. 18.20. I ſpake openly to 


the World, I ever taught in the Syna- 


Logue and in the Temple, whither the 


Jews alwaies reſort, and in ſecret have 
T ſaid nothing, Matth. 24. 24. There 
ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe Pro- 
phets, and ſhall ſhew great ſigns and. 
wonders, &c. Wherefore, if they ſhall 


ſay unto you, Bebold he t: in the deſart, 


go not forth: Behold he u« in the ſecret 


f 


chambers, believe it not, Jude v. 18, 19. | 
There ſhall be mockers in the laſt times,| 
who ſhall walk after their own ungoaly| 


luſts , theſe be they, who ſeparate them- 


= 


ſelves, ſenſual, having not the Spirits [--; 
Heb. 10 23. Let us bold faſt the pro-! 
fe e (ſion of our Faith without WAaverimg,, 
&c. not forſaking the aſſembling of our} . 


ſelves together, as the manner of ſome 14, 
Fob. 10.4. When the Shepherd putteth 
forth his own ſheep, he goeth before them, 
and the ſheep follow him, for they know 


his voice , and a ſtranger will they not 


follow, but will fie from him, for they) 


now 


2 


X 


| 


& 
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p;- | know. not the voice of ſtrangers. Matth. 
n= | 7-15. Beware of falſe Prophets, which 
to | come to you in. ſheeps cloathing, but in- 
4. | wardly they are ravening wolves. 
be | 2 Tim. 3. 1. Jn thelaſt daies perillous 
we. times ſhall come.» For men ſhall be lovers 
-re of themſelves, &c. having a form of gods 
ro-  Lineſs,- but denying the power thereof ; 
nd\ from ſuch turn away. For of thus ſort 
all are they, which creep into houſes, and 
rt, lead Captive ſilly women laden with ſins, 
"ct ted away with divers luſts. 1 Joh.2.19. 
9. They nent out from us, but they were not 
es, of ww. For if they had been of us, they 
ly would no doubt have continued with ua © 
11 But they went out, that they might be 
it. made manifeſt, that they were not all 
-0-: of 44, Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that 
1g, have the rule over you, and ſubmit your 
aur. ſelves, for they watch for your ſouls, 
;,, Heb.5. 4. No man taketh this honour 
th, to himſelf, but he that ts called of God, 
1m, 4 was Aaron, Rom. 10. 11. How ſhall 
ow! they believe in him, of whom they have 

| not beard ? and how ſhall they hear 
ey; without a Preacher ? and hoy ſhall they 
WW. preach 
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preach. except they be ſent ? 1 Cor. 12. 


ly Teachers, &c. Are all Apoſtles? are 
all Prophets ? are all Teachers ? 


Set. 7, Theſe Scriptures being thus | 
placed together ; which, whether it hap- | 


* 


28, God hath ſet ſome in the Church, | 
firft Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, third- | 


pen'd by chance,or byſome more diſcern- | 
ing cauſe, I ſhall not enquire , Bur ſure ! 
I am, upon the ferious reading them | 
over upon a Sabbath-day in the Even- | 
ing, I ſeemed to ſee much light given in | 
to me towards the clearing of thoſe | 


doubts, which for a long time had per- 
plext and troubled me ; which when I 
perceived, I red them over many and 
many times, ſtill obſerving ſome new mar- 
ter of profit, which I diſcovered not be- 
fore ; and therefore I carried my paper 
about me, ever and anon, as I could pet 
leiſure from my work, both art home 
and inthe field, looking over it, and me- 
dicating upon tt. 

Se. 8. From thoſe Scriptures, which 
expreſs the Goſpel temper to be Peace, 
and Love, and Unity ; I ſoon colle&ed, 


thac 


ant HERS 
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" | that the way to advance Chriſtian truth, 
| was not likely to be by diſputing and 
| quarrelling, much leſs by fighting and 
' killing : Nay loving one another, being 
x given for ſo infallible a mark, charour 
| Saviour ſays, All men ſhall know hu Di- 
ax ſcipleg by it ; from thence 1 took up a 
Reedfal reſolution, to ſecure my own in- 
{ tereſt, at leaſt in this reſpe&t , To trou- 
| ble no body with my own Opinions, nor 
| diſquier them for theirs, unleſs haply 
| they firſt ſhould attempt upon me. For 
| then Lnever fail to ſay what I can forthe 
! Laws, and for the walking of me and 
4 | others according to them ; This particu- 
; larly ; Thathe, who hath the Laws of 
; his fide, hath alwaies ſomething of true 
: Religion to alledge for himſelf : for in- 
| ſtance, Row. 13. Let every Soul be 
| ſubjeft unto the higher Powers, &c. and . 
| Heb.13. 17. Obey them that have the 
| rule over you, CC. | 
tn | Set. g. From the advice, to mark 
' | them who cauſe diviſions, and to avoid 
> | them, Idid ſet my felf to conſider, how 
* | it came about, That, whereas — 
; ' there 


noe OE 
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there was great Unity among Neigh-|f 
bours, and conſent inmatters of Religi-/E 
on, now on the contrary, there was ſo/9 
much ſtrife and difſention both in publick|" 
and private. It was manifeſt enough,|* 
that the ſpeaking againſt the former ſer=|] 
tlement, and endeayouring to make al-| 
terations in the Church and State, were 
the occaſion of theſe diviſions : And[e 
therefore that they, who were aQive| 
herein, did caufe them, beyond all donbr, 
and were the perſons, who according to! 
the Apoſtles direRion were to be avol-| 
ded : that is, The Preciſians and Puri-|| 
tans, as they were heretofore called, and! 
now Secaries and Fanatiques. But on} 
the contrary, obſerving theſe to be a ſort 
of Godly men, and who were painful in| 
the Miniſtry, and zealous for Reforma-} 
tion 5 I was a long time ftapger'd, how! 


af 


poſſibly ſuch precious men ſhould fall un- | 
der the remaining deſcription of the Apo- 
ftle, that they ſerved not the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, but ther own belly, And in this dif- 
ficulty I remained, till my bargain prov- 
ing too hard, I was forced to — | 
or 


] 
\ 
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ah-|for another ; and happened to take 3a 
gi. Farm in a Pariſh, where the Benefice 
*,| was not ſcandalous, and where therefore 
ick|the Miniſter could not be fo, I mean, 
oh the means being no more than what the 
>. |Lay-Parſon would allow, The Miniſter, 
| \who was then there, was ſuffered to 
ere/read the Common Prayer every Sunday, 
nq/and was not troubled and ejected for 
ive/ſo doing. For by Gods wonderful good 
br, Providence, rhus there it fell out. In 
tothe beginning of the year 4.2. the Cu- 
oj. Fare of the place deceaſing, the Impro- 
rj. | Priatour, being a wealthy, and withal a 
nd} YEry boneft man, and one that with his 
| Family feared God with all his hearr, 
was reſolved by Gods grace to have 2 
man of Parts, as well as Piety, to be his 
| Curate ;.and to that purpoſe, having a 
| yery good Farm in the Pariſh, befides 
| the Parſonage , declared his refolution 
to allow towards worthy ſerving of the 
fs Cure, beſides the Parſonage-houſe and 
Gardens, and Orchards, full forry 
pourids per a7#:m, without any deducti- 
ur} $2-0r payments at all, God _—_ 
im 


on 
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him to a man, who every way hath an- 


ſwered, and ftill doth anſwer his godly 
defires , One, who having all along found | 


his Patron and Pariſh moſt firm and re- 
ſpeAful to him, being, ſince the Kings 
Return, offered a much better Living by 
the Biſhop, thought ficteſt ro excuſe him- 
ſelf, and to continue his ſtation. Which 
the worthy Biſhop did, it ſeems, take ſo 
well, that ſince, he hath given him a 
dignity -to his Curacy ; and all now here 
is juſt ſo, as moſt delired to have it. So 
ſoon therefore as hither I came, the 


whole Neighbourhood , I perceived , } 


were much more quiet and truly honeft, 
than that was from which I came; And, 
though there was no great talk of godli- 
neſs, there was more love and peace, 


and the power of it, than where our. 


young Reformer preacht up his new 
ights and the Scepter of Chriſt. After 
this, looking more narrowly, I obſerved 


that, where there was a good Living, . 


the old Miniſter generally was put out as 
a Malignant; but where there was but a 
poor Curacy ( as with us, though a very 


CON | 
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| confiderable Pariſh for largeneſs ) No 


body was concerned at all to preach up 
Reformation there; Andalſo, that theſe 
Reformers, and as they called them, 
Golly Minifters, though - they talkr 


. againſt Drunken Cavaliers, would yet 


make no ſcruple to come from the Le- 
Rure on Market-daies, as red as Rooſt- 
Cocks; and, to my ſeeming, not far 
from being diſguis'd in Drink. Where- 
upon I began to ſuſpet, rhat all was not 
gold that gliſter'd , and, upon inquiry, 
found, that moſt of them, who had pur 
others out of their places for being ſcan- 
dalous Miniſters, were themſelves fo 
one way or other , and from being poor 
Curates , or broken Tradeſmen, got 
themſelves into the beft Livings of 


| the Country, never minding thoſe which 


were of little value, nor the ſaving of 
the Souls ofthem, who lived in fuch pla- 
ces; Nay, inftead of doing the work of 


|. Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace, blow= 


ing the Trumpet of War, encouraging 
to Rebellion againſt the Lords Anointed, 
and curſing 2feroz with bittes Curſes, 


= 
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for not helping in that quarrel. In like 
manner, thoſe, who in the Netghbour- 
hoods were the Leaders and Teachers 
to them, who were Anabaptiſts, and of 


the Congregational way, wich the reſt, | 


I found them all in a manner to be Men, 
who had either lefc their Callings, or 
their Callings bad lefr them, and were 
many of them charged ro have been very 
11] Livers, nay to be ſo ſtill, and bad moſt 
of them been Rebels againſt the King. So 
thac I chought Thad now great reaſon to 


make uſe of the Apoſtles Caution, and 

co ayoid them all; Even the yery beſt of 
them ; for even theſe for certain were 
Suilty of living contrary to the known 
Laws of the Land, and of uſing and en- |} 
zaying many things as their own, which 
yet by thoſe Laws were not theirs, and 
ſo of living and allowing themſclves in a 
known {in. So that, though otherwiſe 
they were and are very able and: highly 
gifred men , yet who may deny, bur that | 
as dead Flies do corrupt the moſt preci- 
ous Oyntment : So theſe, as to ſome 
they may ſeem but little follies, did ble- 


miſh} © 
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| miſh them amongſt us, who were, and 
|_ yet are ſome of them , in reputation for 
'T wiſdom ? Eccleſ. 10. 1. Thou only O 
| God, art holy ! Thou only art juſt ! But 
| no one is there, not only of thy ſeeming- 
| ly beſt; bur even of thy very beſt Ser- 
| yams in holy Scripture, who has been 
without ſomewhat noted , wherein he 
| | was culpable ;. even for this cauſe doubt- 
; teſs, leſt we ſhould eſteem of any man, 
> | above that which behoveth. 
» Se. 10, From thoſe Scriptures , 
1 1 which noted the firſt Believers gathered 
f 1 together in oneplace; our Saviour and 
© | bx Apoſtles reſorting to the Temple, as 
N } alſo the direQions' not to look for 
- | Chriſt imthedeſarc or ſecret chambers, 
no! to believe. or follow thoſe, who 
erended there to ſhew him , Obſerv- 
21 iþg alſo the Character: given- of thoſe, 
le who feparate themſelves, and would ſe- 
ly | alice torhers ; That-rhey ſhould be Mock- 
at! ers, ſuch as derided all. befides them- 
1-1 ſelves, that they ſhould come in the laſt 
nc} r:mes (that is, theſe fince Chriſt, which 
we now live in, as well as thoſe fince 
B 2 Chriſt, 


As 
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-Chriſt, that were before us ) and ſhould | 


walk, after their own ungodly luſts, be- | 
ing ſenſual, having nat the Spirit, that 


is, though they pretended much to the | 
Spirit, were indeed diſcoyered to be | 
ſenſual ; Here 1 ſeemed to my ſelf, as | 


by a voice from Heaven, to be warne 
.againſt Conventicles and ſeparate Meet- 
zngs ; Eſpecially, when I proceeded to 
read over the directions, which follow- 
ed in my Paper, To. hold faſt the pro- 
feſſion of Faith without wavering, not 
forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves, 
.as the manner of ſome us 3 and alſo the 
Parable of the Shepherd and hu Sheep , 
which I found of conſtant uſe with our 


—_— 


Saviour. For hereupon. I could: at but | 


think, thit they were Wolves ſure in 
Sheeps Cloathing, and not Shepherds, 
who, inſtead of guiding, would deftrofi 
the ſheep ;, and whoſe buſineſs it was;to 

drive them as far as they could out-of-the 


Fold, nay to pull down the Pen it ſelf. Bur, | F 


when I came to the deſcription, which 
vt. Paul gives of the laſt days, and the 
perillous times, which ſhould then fall 

<QUt 3 
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out ; when men ſhould be lovers of 


. themſelves, couetows, boaſters, proud. 


| and the like , yet, notwithſtanding all. 
| this, have a form of godlineſs, creep 
| tnto houſes, and lead Captive ſilly wo- 
| men, laden with ſins, led away with: 


divers luſts, There feemed to me no- 
thing more left to the deſcription of 
theſe Teachers of our times, unleſs he 
ſhould have called then: by their ſeveral 
names ;. And therefore inſtead of won- 
dring at the numbers, which fel] off 


+ to them, I ſatisfied my ſelf in the Ac- 


Eount which St. Fohr gives 3 That they 
went out from us, becauſe they were not 
of 1; and their very goins out did. 
| make 1t manifeſt, that they were not 
all of us. 

Se, 11. Laftly, from thoſe Scr:- 
ptures, which command to obey thofe 
that are over us, and have ſpoken to us 
the word of God , and to ſubmit our 
ſelves to them, ſince their authority is 
not from man but God , and that 7s 
man taheth this honour to himſelf, but 
he who 15 called of God, as was Aaron ;. 
49 B z and 
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and that it was equally impoſſible to ; 
believe without a Preacher, and to - 
preach without being ſent ; and that 
God gave eApoſtles in the firſt or high- | | 
eft place ; in the ſecond, Prophets , in | 
rhe third, Thar. And thar all are | 
not tro be Apoſtles, nor Prophets, nor . 
Teachers, In theſe things, I plainly | 
{aw be Eftablithment oft a Miniſtry, 
_ an Obligarton ro obey them. I 
{zw alfo the Neceſiity of a lawful Cal- 
ling,and that none might preſume to go, 

111] he were (ent ; and farther, I ſaw that, 
there was Order in the Miniſtry ; ſome 
were to be before and above others ; 
{ome were to: fend, and others to _ 
Lent. 

Secf, 12. And of all this I was che 
more perietly convinced, when I cor- 
dered the miſerable fare the Nation 
was brought into, by diſobedience and 
neglect in ihe former particulars. For, 
25 our not valuing our Lords command 
of keeping Peace, and Love, an& Uni-; 
ty to each other, certainly broughr on! 
2 dreadful War ( wherein, as all other! 
condi-: 


8 
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| conditions of men were involyed, the 
-- poor Husbandman was the preateft 
f ſufferer , He being expoſed as a prey 
1- | to every Raſcal got on Horſe back, 
n } and in one night to ſee devoured all 
'e | that was provided for the ſuſtenance of 
r.} his Family and Cutel, for a whole 
year : beſtdzs the intolerable inſolence, 
y, | to which he was ſubjeRed, not ſuffer- 
Ij ed tobe Mafter, nor ſcarce zo be in his 
1-] own Houſe ) : So our not regarding 
O, } the remaining duties, of marking and 
atþ. avoiding theſe, that cauſed our diviſi- 
ne ons, nor of keeping to the publick 
aſſemblies, nor of obeying them, who 
be} are overus; was the manifeſt pround 
| of thoſe diftraRtions in the Church , 
he} which heretoforerent it in pieces, and 
:- we atthis day do groan under. For, 
on whoever remembers any thing of the 
nd} former times, cannot be ignorant, that 
Yr, men firſt diſiik't ſame part of the pavlick, 
ndi* Worſhip , then ſeparated themſelves 
1-1 fromsr, andthen, to juſtifie their ſepa- 
on} ration, diſlik't more, and at the laft, 
left nothing in a manner of Chriſtia- 
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zity to themſelves, belides the name 
and profeſſion of it. For inſtance, I . 
remember about the beginning of the 
Long Parliament, a great Cry was 
made againft Superſtition in the Chuxeb 
and Service of it + and firft, the Litany 
was ſpoken againſt ; after that, the Ca- 
zechiſm; then, the Communion Serwice 3 
then, ſer Forms of Prayer in general , 
then, the (reed ; and laſtly, The Lords 
Prayer it ſelf. In the mean time thoſe 
men, who upon theſe pretences deſer- 
zed the Church , furſt declared them- 
ſelves to be Presbyterians ; then went 
forward to be Independents , after that 
grew Anabaptiſts; then Quakers, or 
Ranters, or eAtheiſts, or laſtly ( for 
thither all theſe ſeveral motions tend 
Profeſ Papiſts. By this means the 
Plain (ountry-man had no guidance to F © 
Salvation, no Catechiſm to inſftrutt him 
in his. dity to God and his Netgbbour, 
no Prayers, no Sacraments to comfort 
and ſupport his Soul, but was bid to 
pray ex tempore ; ( whichhe obſerved, 
:he Preacher himfelf could nat do, with- 

OUT 
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out talking blaſphemouſly, or at beſt 
empertinently : ) and-;to lay. hold on 


k 


(friſt, To make ſure. of. Chriſt, Have 


an In-being with Chriſt, To be Godded 
z1 God, and Chriſted in Chriſt ;. and 
a.deal of ſuch Canting Language, which 
profited nothing towards: the great du- 


'ties of the Goſpel, Faith, Repentance,and 
Newneſs of life. 


Sef.. 13. Moreover, I. ſaw. in ſome 
houſes, and had certain information. of 
many more, That, when plain illiterxte 
people, Rulers of their reſpeQive Fa-- 
milies, whether Men or Widows, at-- 


_ tempred this way of ex. tempore Pray-- 


er. They finding they could nat doic 
tothe ſatisfaction either of their hear- 
ers or. themſelves, being many times- 


A. 2t 2 perfet ſtand, not able to lay any 


ng ; Sometimes forced to vain Repe- 


' titions, and many times ſpeaking: non-- 


ſenſe and blaſphemy 3. By theſe and. 
other like miſ-adventures, . diſcerning 
they. could not keep up their Family-- 
Deyotion by the Gift, have kept it up 
no way at all, but baye let it. wholly- 

B. 5. fink 3; 
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fink; And Gince, as thoſe that I:ve with- 
out God in the World, have had no of- 
fice of Piety at all in their Families ; 
Nay have wholly quitted the Duty of 


Prayer as to themſelves in their own | 


perſons. | | 
Set. 14. Upon the whole matter, 
having ſor many years together weigh- 
ed and conſidered the' before-mention- 
ed particulars, it fees ro me'as ma- 
nifeſt as the Sun at Noon-day, Thar, 
as the prime Original cauſe of all our 
miſeriecs and difeattions, was and tis 
the malice and uncharitableneſs of our 
hearts, fo their immediate cauſe was 
and 1s, our neglett of the publick, Ser- 
vice ; and toſpeak in a word, our diſ- 
regard of the Common Prayer of the 


Church. For with the diſtke of thar, 


all our Calamities began, and we muft 
ſure neyer hope to havean end of them, 
till we lay aſide that diſlike, and till, 
as was and is the great deſign ef it, 
We in England do make it , next the 
Bible, our Soveraign Guide for Wor- 
ſhip, Private as well as Public;.” A 

Guice 
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Guide ſo ſure, fo ready at hand, and 
ſo fairbful, and ſoeafie in all things to 
be underſtood, that by it, people as 
they may, fo alſo they ought, as occaſi- 
on may be, to admoniſh and puide 
their erring Guides, For it is,I plain- 
ly find, bur a wretched miſtake in ſome, 
and a baſe ſlander in others; That in 
the Church of England, many Pariſhes 
are left to a very ſimple Guide-; One 
many times, who is ſo far from being 
able tro guide others, that he cannot, 
or at leaft does not, tolerably guide 
himſelf. No, no, our good Mother 
the Church of England 1s not fo re- 
Sardleſs of her Children. For ſo far is 
ſhe from leaving rhem to any ſuch un- 
worthy Guide , that ſhe leaves them 
not tothe guidance of any fingle perfon, 
though never ſo able and worthy, 


much lefs to any one, who 1s neither 


Able nor Worthy. But how then ? 
why truly to the tried and throughtly 


- weighed guidance of her ſelf. only in 


the Liturgie, confirmed by the beſt, and 
fulleſt, and higheſÞ Power of this _ 
| A 
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And let me tell you , Children and 
Neighbours, and I pray mark it well , 
By reaſon of this Excellency of it , - 
I verily. perſwade my ſelf, and not 
for any the leaft real Evil or Untruth, - | 
that in it can be noted, It is, that it hath 
incurr'd the mortal. hatred and diſplea- 
ſure of all Sefaries whatſoever, As 
well knowing all of them, That if this. 
Guide have its due Reverence, Their 
weakneſſes and wickedneſſes can never, 
70. not with the weakeſt, paſs for Truth 
and Piety, as now they do but with too- 
many, and thoſe to of the.ſoberer ſort. - 
For, when once, even the ableſt have 
laid, aſide their obſervance due un- 
tQit, They are open, I daily ſee, to 
the-moſt fooliſh and bainous impreſſions 
that are. And further, . Then, as'one 
prophelſied fourſcore years ago, Things 
of. principal. Excellency, ſhall upon all 
occaſions, be bitten at by men, whom 
God: had endued with Graces both 
of, Wit and. Learning for. better. Pur- 
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Sel, 15. I am not fo fooliſh t9 
Hope, That, now that the Ape is be” 
” come ſo efferated by the late Ciyil War® 
| and ſo emboldned by their conſtant 
_ | Impunity after whatſoever Proyocati- 
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ons and. Afﬀrontings of Authority. ; 
And that now more than ever men are 
ſo addiRted to ſuch Opinions, and Over- 
weenings , as either from others they 
have imbibed, or by. themſelyes have 
indited;. Theſe and other like being the 
too-well known depravations of this Ge- 
neration, T:am 'not, T ſay, ſo fogliſhta 


' Hope , char theſe or any wards 0 


mine,. or indeed of Any man or men 
wharloever, will be much heeded by 
thoſe,. whoſe Eternal intereft ſure does 
in very. deed oblige them both to -heed 
them, and--alſo. to' be perſwaded by 


. them. However , having undertaken 


to give: an Account of the Experiments, 
which I have .made in. matters of Reli- 
gion, Fplainſy ſet down ,my Opinion, 
with the grounds. of it, and ſhall pro-- 
ceed. to declire, in like manner, What 


lick. 
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lick. in the Church, and Private in my | 
Family. 

Set. 16. Firſt, I ſhall ſet down the 
ſeveral Scriptures, which I drew toge- 
ther concerning Prayer 3 and upon 
which I guide my ſelf in the Duties of 
it, both Publick and Private. 1 Theſſ. 
Se 17. Pray without ceaſmg. Ephel. 
6. 18, Praying always with all prayer 
and [upplication in the Spirit , and 
watching thereunto with all perſeve- 
rance and ſupplication for all Saints. 
Luke 18. 1. &c. Jeſus ſpake @ Para- 
ble to this end, that men ought always 
to pray, and not to. faint, ſaying , 
There was in a City a Fuage, &c. 
Luke the 11, y. r, &c, The Diſci- 
ples ſaid unto Feſuar, Lord, teach us to 
pray, 4s John alſo taught his Diſceples. 
And he ſaid unto them, when ye pray, 
ſay , Our Father, Mat. Zi. 13. My 
Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of Pray- 
er, Mat. 18.v. 19, 20. JIf two of 
you ſhall agree on. Earth,.as touching 
any thing, that they ſhall ack,, it ſhall 
be done for them of my Father which 1s 
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| in Heaven, For where. two or three 


are gathered together in my name, there 
am 1 in the midſt of them, Mart. 26. 
Ve 39» Teſus fell 07 his face and pray- 
ed, ſaying, O my Father, if. it be poſ- 
ſible, let this Cup paſs from me : ne- 
wvertheleſs not as I will, but as thou 


wilt,” &-c.' He prayed the third time, 
ſaying the ſame words. 1 Cor. 11. 4. 


Every man praying or propheſying 
with his heal covered, diſhonoureth 
his" head. Matth. 6, v. 6, 7, When 


_ thou prayeſt, enter. mto thy Cloſes, &c. 


Uſe. not vainrepetitions. 1 COL.14-I5. 
1 will pray with' the Spirit, and will 
pray with the underſtanding alſo. 
Jam. T.v. 6. eAsk in Faith, nothing _ 
Wavering. 1 Cor. 14. V. 40.. Let 


every thing be done decently and in 


or der. 

Se&. 17. From the Scriptures, which 
command ro pray continually, to watch 
thereunto, Pray always, and. faint 
#ot : As alfo from: the Parable of the 
unjuſt Tudge, and importunate Widow ; 
I ealily conyinc't my felt of the _ 
2 
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and weighty Concernment of the Du- 


is But beſides, ir being manifeſt, that 
the + 


re are other Chriſtian Offices to 
be performed, as alſo natural Ones, 
ſuch as are to Eat, and Drink, and 
Sleep, &c. *Tis manifeſt, the literal 
meaning of the words is not intended. 
So I reſolved it reaſonable, the Text 
muft not be evacuated, to mean 'n0- 
thing. And ifſo, that the leaft, which 
could fairly be 'imagined, was daily 
and, conftant, though intermitted ,. re- 


Wee” : 7 Fa 


turns of Prayer. ;. which, whether they 
were, to be with the frequency, which 
"David mentions, when he ſays, Sever 
times a day will I praiſe thee 3 or. that 
other of the ſame Prophet, eAt morn- 
ng, and at. evening, and at noon-day 
will I pray unto thee , muſt be deter- 
mined, not only by the Devotion,. but 
by the leiſure and opportunities of every 
particular -perſon z excepting, where 
the Laws of thoſe, who are over us in. 
the 'Lord,. have determined it t6 ous 
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Sef. 15, From the InjunRion to 
pray in the Spirit, compared with our 
Saviours teaching his Diſciples to pray, 
as Fohn taught his Diſciples, that 1s, 
by a Form , as alſo our Saviours own 
Practice, who prayed, ſaying the ſame 


words , I learnt, That to pray by a 
Form was very well confiftent with 
praying by the Spirit; for - doubtleſs 
our Saviour prayed by the - Spirit ; 
And alſo that the fame words may be 
repeated ( which is a conſequent of 
Forms ) without ufing vain repetitions. 
So that all thoſe things , which are 
talkt concerning ftinting the Spirit, are 
empty Bugbears to terrifie weak peo- 
ple ; As indeed the fathering Extem- 
pore Effaſions upon the Holy Spirit, are 
:mpudent falſties, and a lymg againſt 


| the Holy Ghoſt. Nay farther, having 


ſeriouſly conſidered of this matter, it 
appeared to me, That, whatever per- 
ſons would ſay for praying by the Gift, 
It is only praying by the Gift to him 
that conceives them 3 for to. all the 


Company they are Form. For who 
ſees 
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ſees not, that as much tied and tinted 
all the hearers are by the words ſpo- + 
ken ex tempore, as if they had been 
the words of a Book 2 And therefore 
ſeeing that in the uſe ſuch prayers ceaſe 
to be Gift, andeome to be Form, it had 
as good, nay much better, be a known 
Form, which the Aſſembly underſtood 
41d conld go along with, than a new 
and unknown one, which no body can, 
or perhaps ought to ſay Amen to. I 
ſhall nor add, That, what is ufually 
called Gzfr, is generally nothing more 
tban Confidence, Vſe, and a Fluency of 
ſpeaking. But had it been, or were it 
2 miraculous power, ſuch as the G:fe 
of Tongues or, eMiracles, | know no. 
reaſon, that people ſhould value them- 
ſelves or others on that Account , thoſe 
diſpenſations not at all implying Sancti- 
fying Grace. And our Saviour has 
ſaid, He will not know many of them, 
who have done miracles in bis Name, 
and in his Nams caſt out Devils. Far- 
ther I obſerved, that ſince oxr Saviour 
has promiſed to the Aſſembly of Chri- 


tans, 
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ftians, who ſhall agree together as 


- rouching any thing, which they ſhall 


ask, It ſhall be done for them ; Certain- 
ly a moft effeQtual way to ſecure an in- 
tereſt in this promiſe, 1s to agree not 
only of the things to be defired, but of 
the forms and words alſo, in which it - 
ſhould be defired, unleſs we are ſo ſtu- 


Pid to think, that the Spirit is not ſtin- 
red by agreeing upon the matter, but 


is ſtimed by agreeing upon the words. 


Add hereunto, Seeing now, ( bleſſed 


be God! ) Experience has undeceived 
a great many, and ſufficiently- ſatisfied 
they are of what is greateſt - truth , 
That variety and effuſions before others; 
( whether in Church, or Family, cr 
elſewhere) though to fick and dying 
men, even then having fleſh and blood 
about them, as well as to others, rhey 


may be more graceful, yet to our God 


not- more pleaſing, nor 'for our ſelves 
more effeQtive are they, than Forms ; 
having all things neceſſary in them, 
and ſuppoſing the like firmneſs, fixed- 
neſs, and feryency of devotion under 

theſe, 
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theſe, as under thoſe ; This being ſo 
and ſo, why do we not watch and 
oblige our hearts to greateſt deyoutneſs 
and conſtancy in the beſt Form of 
Worſhip, that is ? and why do we not 
deny our ſelves the purſuit of that, 
which we erroneouſly call Better, and 
more Graceful, and more to our Mint- 
ſters ſhewing their Reverence and Re- 
ſpet to us , when, for want of croſ- 
fing our ſelves in this one point, we 
every where ſee not only Peace | and 


Charity , but Faith alſo, to be moſt |. 


ftrangely decayed and undermined ? 
For, how ſhall we deny our ſelves in 
all other things, if we will not in this 
one, always moſt proper, but.now moſt 
neceſſary, Object of that great Goſpel 
Grace, Self-denial 2 But then further 
from the promiſes which are annexed 
to the aforeſaid Scriptures, I. deſire. to 
add affurance, and firm confidence to 
my Prayers, knowing that Heaven 
ana Earth ſhall paſs away before one 
tittle of the Word of God ſhall fail and 
be unaccompliſht ;, and therefore unleſs 

we 
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we ask amiſs; if we ah we ſhall re- 
cerve, if we ſeck, we ſhall find, if we 
knock ut ſhall be opened unto w, not 
that' the thing prayed for+it ſelf is al- 


_ ways granted: bur that we'haveſome- 


what of greater value in its place and 
ſtead , thus though the Cup did nor paſs 


from our Saviour, as he prayed, 


HMatth. 26, Yet was he then heard in 
what he feared, Heb. 5. 7. And 
though the Thor; was not taken out of 
Pauls fleſh, nor the e Meſſenger of 'Sa- 
tan removed who buffeted him, accord- 


Ing to his thrice repeated prayer - yer 


was he therein anſwered, having Grace 
given to him, and the ſtrength of God 
which is magnified im weakneſs , 
2 Cor. 12. 

Sel, 19, From our Savronrs falling 
on his face, and kneeling in prayer , 
and the. Apoſtles direfion to men, ro 
have their heads uncovered, and tb do 
all "things decently and- in order ; 1 
learn, what were the humble poſtures 
and demeanours due to Prayer. And 
that therefore they ſure were furiouſly 

: : __ mad, 
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mad; or intolerably -prephane ,- who | 


Cook away Ceremonzes, and thereby de- 
cency, from Religious Worſhip, and 
made flovenly rudeneſs - a Conſequent 
of Godlineſs, Nay fariber, - having 
ponder'd long , and ſeriouſly. conft- 
dered. of 'the- matter ; It appeared to 
me that thoſe, who oppoſed Ceremo- 
711e5 upon Ppretence of Superſtition, were 
themſelves the while, very guilty inthat 
particular , it -being the ſame reftrainr 
and breach upon Chriſtian Liberty, to 
oblige ones ſelf or others et to do 
an indifferent thing, as to be. obliged 
by another zo do it ; but only for this, 
that in the one Cale amanis only Syper- 
ft:tiows; in the other, he is D:/obed:- 
ent, and Schiſmatical, and Super ſtiti- 
ou4 to boot, Nay further yet, while 
the Diſſenter pretends a fear of piving 
ſcandal - to weak, Brethren, that ' 1s; 
ſuch, who diſobey. the Laws of thole, 
that are-.over them in the Lord, as alfo 
the Civil Magiſtrate ; He gives a 
real ſcandal to thoſe that are ftrong., 
who do cheir duties, and walk order- 
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y And if his example prevail upon 
| £ 


em, muſt anſwer both for ther diſo- 
bedience, and hs own. 

Set, 20. Having upon the grounds 
aforeſaid come to a fetilement of my 
Opinion in the Duties of Religion , I 
found my ſelf concerned accordingly 
to guide my Prattice, Which, in what 
manner I have done, and continue to 
do, and by Gods help, ſhall endeayour 
to do to my lives end, I come new to 
declare. And this, with the ſame free- 


dom and plaineſs, that I have uſed in 
F my former diſcourſes. 


Se&. 21. And firft I make it my bu- 
fineſs upon the Lords Day and Holy- 
days, and their Eves, as allo on Wed- 


neſdays and Fridays, when the Litany 


ts read, if poſlibly I can, to come to 
Church at the beginning of Divine 
Service, or rather, if I can, a little be- 
fore the beginning, that ſo I may pre- 
pare my ſelf for the grear Duty of 
Prayer ; Calling to mind ſuch ſentene 
ces of Scripture, as ſeem moſt proper 
to ſtir up Devotion; ſuch as thoſe a 

c[aQe 
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che Plalmiſt ; Twas glad, when they ſaid 
unto me, We will go into the Houſe of 
the Lord, 1 he rather be a Door- | 
keeper in the Houſe of my God, than | 
zo dwell in the Tents of Ungodlineſs. | 
O how amiable are thy dwellings, O 
Lord of Hoſts ! and the like; as alſo 
thoſe other, which I have before ſet} 
down concerning Prayer. When the 
Service begins, having put my ſelf in- 
to the poſture of Prayer, I attend care- 
fully ro the Miniſter, repeating difſtin- 
Aly the Reſponſes, and with earneſt 
fervour and aloud ſaying, Amen, at 
the cloſe of each Collect. Alfo in.. the 
Pſalms and Hymns, not only lifting up 
my heart in thankful acknowledge- 
ments to God for his mercies, and con-f} 
cluding with affectionate attribution of 

Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
but alfo, according as Tam command- 
ed, P/al. 95. 2. making in this part 
of Worſhip a joyful noiſe to him ;|, 
There, where alternation is in uſe ;Þ ! 
by repeating every vther Verſe : 
where not ſo, if Fhaye a Book before} 
mc, 
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me, by reading all along with the Mi- 
niſter , ſo loud at leaft, as to be heard 
by thoſe next me, Ifno Book, then out 
of his mouth and my own memory, 


| fratning, by good attention, all or moſt 


of the words and ſentences, as he moſt 
leiſurely utters them to che underſtand- 


Ing of all the Congregation. A way, 


which they alfo, who are wholly un- 
letter'd, may, if they will, take for 
worthy joyning with the Congregation 
in this part of the Worſhip, and 
which ſome ſuch are known to have 
done ſo ſucceſsfully, rhat, after long 
and , much heeding, whenſoever they 
have heard: any Verſe quoted out of 
the Pſalter, they have been able to ſay, 
to'whar day of the Month, though nor 
to what Pſabz it did and does belong. 
When the Leſſons are read, I hearken 
with Reverence and Attention, confi- 
dering that che Almighty Godof Hea-s 
ven and Eartb ſpeaks to me, and thar 


;| not the deſcants of men talking out of 


the Pulpit, bur this #ndeed is the Word 


' of God, and _ Preachmg of it 'x 


which, 
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which, if it work not upon us, what- 
ever. we may think to' the contrary, 
Moſt true it ts (for our Saviour has 
ſaid it ) We would not be perſwaded, | 
though one ſhould riſe from the dead. 
Such value therefore I have for 'this no 
Jeſs ancient chan -true Preaching , 
( At. 15. 21. Aoſes preached, being 
read in the Synagogues every Sabbath 
_ day_) tbat Ithink the Service very com- 
pleat, though there hppen: to (be noþ 
Sermon. Bur it there be one, 1 very 
.gladly attend unto it, not minding ſo 
much the $kill or eloquence of the 
Preacher, as: the Duties he recom- 
'mends; never taking.upon- me to judge 
or diſcommend the , meaneſt perfor- 
. mance, not only becauſe all OO 
has muchof fin in it, but-alſo becauſe 
Tome good may be gathered from th 
Mighteſt diſcourſe, that can be made. 
Beſides, I do often cbarge my {elf to 
take beed of chat Mother-miſtake 

wherewith ſo many both .heretoforgf x1 
bave been, and ftill are carried away 


and abuled; That the great endof go 
Sy fl. 
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ing to Church, 4s to hear and learn , 
Or, [That that us the righteſt Way and 
trueſt Church, where there 4s moſt and 


. moſh powerful Preaching. For who- 


ever they be, thus opinionated of, and 
thus affeRed 7o, the under end of Reli- 
gious Aſſemblies, conflatt .to the pub- 
lick Meetings, I daily ſee, they will 
not long be; Be the Miniſter of the 
place never (o ſound and powerful in 
his Preaching -and Catechizings ; and 
1n_ his life.never Lo innocent, blameleſs, 
and inoffenfive, Burt when the great 


Ends are by people believingly and re- 


ligioufly thought on ; ſuch as, Prayer 
and Praiſe, and the chief. Sacrifice of 
Praiſe, the {ommunzion, and keeping up 
Chriſtian Unity and Communion, and 
hearing the Word diftinitly: red, as a 
part of Worſhip ( thereibeing no truer 


4 Worſhip and Honour to: God in this 


World, than fromthe heartto acknow- 
ledge and believe that rhe Bible is the 


Wil and Word of the Living God) and 
ſj the like : Then be the:Preaching and 


Cxcchizing never: ſo mean, yet, for 
h C3 thele 
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theſe perpetual and never failing ends, 


meet Believers will; and in their meer- | 


ings give that glory to God, and be- 
nefit to their own Souls, which in them 
God hath ſo mercifully deligned ro him- 
ſelf and them. 


Se. 22. Afﬀer the Service is finiſh't, | 


I reverently depart ouc of the Church, 
and being returned home, imploy what 
vacant time I have in reading my elf, 
and in hearing my Servants and Chil- 
dren repeat their Catechiſm, and read 
the Scriptures and other good Books, 


eſpecially thoſe Scriptures, which they} 
heard red in the Church, the Leſſons, 


and Epiſtle and Goſpel for the day 
Becauſe more conform ſure are they to 
the mind of God and his Church in 
this part of the publick Worſhip ( the 
Leſſons, Epiſtle and Goſpel) who in 
the Church do not read them along 
with the Minifter, but only hear them 
read, as 2 part of Worſhip , And at 
home only read them their ſelves ; 
Alwates looking out, and pitching up- 
on, and being affected with ſome one 
or 
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or other ſpecial ſentence, for their ſpe- 


cial pondering all the week after. For 


I do not think the buſineſs of the Day 
diſpatch'c at Church, or in two or three 
hours ; Becauſe, though the 7udaical 
keeping of the Sabbath be now out da- 


| ted, Yet the Reaſon of the Service ( the 


dedicating a part of our time toGod,who 
gives us that and allthings elfe _) is now 
of as much force as ever 5. nay now has 
ſtronger obligations ,, foraſmuch as the 
remembrar.ce of the New Creation 1s 


ſuperadded to the Old ; and the deli- 


| yverance from: the ſervitude of the ſpirt- 
| tual Pharaohs, ts to be acknowledged 


by us (briſtians, beyond the Reſcue 
from the e-£gyptian Bondage, which the 


Tews were concerned in. 


Sei. 23. But if the Lords Day. or 
other Feftrval of the Church. which re- 
quires. a more ſolemn a!tendance, hap- 
pen to have alſo the holy Sacrament of 
the Euchariſt adminiſtred upon it, J 
fail nor ( as upon divers other Accounts, 
ſo eſpecially becauſe of the great Ends 
and Benefits of worthy Receiving, 

C3: lately 
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lately ſhewed unto me) to partake 


thereof ;. and accordingly, By Meai- þ 


| fation and Prayer and holy Refolati- 
ort, and ſuch ſhort Examination of my 
felf, as preſently I ſhall expreſs, 'en- 
deavonr to prepare my. ſelf for the Re- 
ception of it" 3, conlidering what be- 
fel thoſe Gueſts, who, being invited 
ro the Supper of their Lord, excuſed 
themſelves upon the Account of their 
ſecular imployments, Remembring al- 
fo, what became of him, who did 
come, but without a Wedding Garment 3 
and how unreaſonable a thing it is to 


take care for our daily bread , which [7 


nouriſhes the body, but have no regard 
of that bread, by which our Souls are 
nouriſhed to Eternal life, Eſpecially,fince 
it was the dying Precept of our Saviour, 
That, 4 often ( which certainly would 
be art leaſt thrice in theyear ) as we did 


zt, we ſhould doit in remembrance of him, 
Set. 24. In reference to Private De- 


votion ; Belides, that every morning] 


immediately before Breakfaſt { accord- 
ing to the direQions of a little Prin- 


ted| 
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ted Paper, Entitled, The Family-Pray- 


. ers of thoſe poor Chriſtians who in 
| Court, and Country, In Cities, Towns, , 


Cotrages, and Farm-houſes, are ingood 
earneſt with Religion ) I call all my 
Family together, or as many as cart 
be had, and cauſe them to fay with me 
with x loud voice, All of us, and-upon our 
knees, theſe four Devotions, 1. Ja 
the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Amen. 
2. Our Father- 3. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghoſt ; As it was tm the Beoin- 


. ning, ts now, and ever ſhall be world 


without end, Amen. And 4.. The Grace 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and - 
And beſides that every Night, before we 
g0 to bed, We pray, upon Mondaies, 
Tueſdaies, Thurſdaies and Saturdaies, 
by part ofthe Evening Service, as on 
Wedneſdaies and Fridates , by the Li- 
tany ( ourſ'mean condition allowing va- 
cancy for theſe things, though ic do not 
for any other Solemn Returns of Pray- 
er ) I fay, Bcſides theſe Family-Pray- 

C 4 ers, 
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ers, I fingly addreſs my ſelf to ſeek 
the face of God, after this manner ;, 
Sa ſoon as I awake, I lift up my heart 
in ſhort Ejaculations to the Divine 
Goodneſs, who has brought me to the | 
beginning of the. day, deſiring his bleſ- 
fing in all the occurrents of it; And 
having ſlipt on my Cloaths, before I 
go out of my Lodging-Cote, I kneel 
me down, and in the hearing of all that 
are awake ( on purpoſe that they alſo, 
when up, may not be abaſhed to do ſo 
to; and indeed ufe will make them 
conſtant, and think, it is expected 
from them by man as well as God) in 
the hearing, I ſay, of all that are awake, 
I pray over the Lords Prayer , the | 
Collefts for the Morning, for the Kings | 


Aaicfty, for the Royal Family, forthe || 
Clergy and People, and for all conditi- || 


ons of men, with the ſhort Colle& that | 
follows it, and the General Thanks- 
giving ; Remembring it to be a par- 
ticular duty of Chriſti ns to pray for 
Kings andall in Authority , and unta 
Prayer fa add Thanksgiving. In all 

which 
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which I more eſpecially remember my 


Friends and Family, Kindred and Be- 


nefactors, my Landlord, and the Mi- 
nifter of my Pariſh, who-is my Spiri- 
tual Father, as alſo my- Enemies , 
thoſe greateſt Benefators, who are 
ſure to tell me of. my faults; and give 
me cauſe to walk. more warily both to- 
wards God and men, than otherwiſe IT 
ſhould. Or, if the weather be extream 
cold, or IT find my. ſelf not right well, 


| or when there is any like occaſion, for: 


the ends, and in the manner. but now: 
exprefled,. I perform this Deyotion Iy- 
ing in Bed, not without this andother- 
lixe Scripture-encouragements for ſuch: 


| my doing; my mouth ſhall prasſe thee- 
| with joyful lips, when 1 remember thee 
| in. my bed, and meditate on thee inthe 
| night watches. Pal. 63.v. 5, 6. 


Set, 25, Having thus,. acceptedly, 
I verily believe, from a man of.my con- 
dirion,. bleſſed and armed. my ſelf for 
the buſineſs of that Morning ;  1-- fat 
forward, with what ſpeed. I can, to- 
my imployment, and continue at my: 

C5 labours, 


52 The Plain Bans wap 


Jabours, till Breakfaſt time , which ta- 


ken.not without the aforementioned De-. . 


votions before, and ſome ſhort Grace 
(ro my ſelfar leaſt ) aſter , ere it be 
Noon, 1 make to my felf leiſure. if 
poſlibly I can, for a ſecond and more 
large return to Prayer, which I uſe ac- 
cording to the Liturgy, adding now 
the Pſalms for the Day, which 1 omit- 
ted inthe Morning. And I the rather 
keep. to a ſet Form, nor only upon the 
grounds above produced, but alſo, be- 
cauſe I bave found by manifold ' expe- 
rience, Thar, when I r ave left my elf 
to: ſuch Prayers and defires, as I have 
been able to put forth upon the ſudden, 


E bave ftill been apt to be very broken, 


imperfet, looſe, and. diforderly in 
them , and by running out into im- 
pertinencies, to ſpend more time in my 


Offices, than I could well ſpare ;. | 


(though upon a juſt account ſhorter , 
than they ſhould be.) And yet to 4 


ſet Form I' am not fo reſolvedly addi- | 


Hed, ' as not upon emergent ofcaſions,, 


«nd when: 1 find my Soul enlarged, to 
Pour 


he ( 
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pour it out, as Ged by his grace ena- 
bles me. Bur I fay, ordinarily and of 
courle I ule none but Forms. And the 
Form | uſe is the Liturgy of the 


Church, not only becauſe it is the beſt, 


for its maiter and compoſition, that T 
can find ; but thereby to own my ſelf 
a Member of that Holy Community , 
and alſoto gain the advantage of joyn- 


| ing in the ſame Prayers, and ar the ve-- 


ry ſame time, with many thouſands , 
who throughout the whole Nation pre- 
ſent their Supplications before the 
Throne of Grace, in the ſame words 
with me, as but now was ſaid, and at the 


' ſame time. For though in going. over 


this Office, I am. all alone, yet by rea- 
ſon of that Article, The Communion of 
Saints, ] do ſure properly enough ſay 
our and our, and we and we, and 4s 


and 5, in all the other Prayers, as 


well as in that Prayer of: Prayers, The 
Loras Prayer. | 
Se, 26: Inſtead therefore of a: Clo- 


| ſet, ar the time aforeſaid, I repair uito: 
 fome private place in or about my: 


Houſe 5 
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Houſe ; Or, if I happen to be at work 
in the Field, ſome unfrequented Hedge, 
or Brake, or Copſe ; And there, euher 
Kneeling, or ſtanding, or lying down, as. 
[ may ( tor | find all theſe poſtures ap- 
proved in Scripture for Prayers and 
Praiſes ) I begin my devotion with one 


or more of the ſentences of Scripture 


at the beginning of the Liturgy : And 
proceeding tv the Conteſſion , which 
] repeat with the greateſt humility and 


moſt affeionate concernment, that I |- 


can ; I wholly skip over the Abſoluti- 
on, as not to be pronounced by me ro 
my ſelf or any other , but ro me and 
others only by the Prieſt. But for the 
Lords Prayer, the Verſicles annexr , 


with their Anſwers, and Gloria Parr: , | 


theſe 1 look upon asthe moſt __ 


garts of my tasxk , and do therefore 
with the greateft heats, that I can raiſe| 


my heart unto, preſent them ro my 
God, in the behalt of all cthers, as well 
2s of my felt and Family, Whereunto 
when I add the Fer:ite and P{ulms tor 
ie wholz day, I donot only read them 
with 
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with attention, ſo as to underſtand and 
conſider them as | goz but my great 
care is to pray them over, and with. 
earneſtneſs of heart to offer them up to 
Heaven in Acts of Worſhip, or, in 
one word, to worſhip by them, This 
done, I proceed roatting my Faith up- 
on. the Creed, and to praying over the 
remaining Prayers according to the 
Order of the Church, fave only that 
I omit the Prayer next before, The 


' Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as be- 


ing to be. ſaid by none but by a. Con- 
gregation of two. or three atthe leaft, 
and where there are Verſicles and An- 
ſwers, I, having none to anſwer, make 
one very ſhort, but very pichy and effe- 
QivePra er of them. Al] which, unleſs 
fooliſhly give my ſelf leave to.trifle and. 
play with aliene and vain thoughts, 1s 
fully diſpatcht in one quarter of an hour, 
which, as it is. a conſiderable time to & 
poor Husbandman, ſo may it well be 
made up by induſtrious labour in the 


reſt of the day. But if. any neceſſary, 


unexpected, undeicrrable occaſion. do. 
nor. 
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not give me leave to pray this quarter 
of an hour, I then make no doubr nor . 
ſcruple ar all to omit Ir,- for this one 
turn 3 As well knowing, That in ſuch 
eaſes God undoubtedly accepts the full 
purpoſe of Heart inſtead of the Actual 
Performance ; Becauſe from It, not 
my: own undiſpoſedne(s, bur his wile 
diſpoſal and: Providence withdrew me. 
And, to fay truth, This thought and 
Notion was It, that was upon my Spl- 
rit, when a little before, If poſſible, T 
ſaid, Every day before Noon I makg to 
my ſelf lesſure, for this task of Hum:- 
liation and devotion , As much as to- 
ſay, when upon occaſion I cannot do. 
K, I ought to let It alone, Though I 
muſt needs fay, If I deal truely and 
ſincerely between God and my own 
ſoul , ſuch Occaſtuns are not frc- 
quent. 
Sect, 27. And what I thus practiſe 
my ſelf, 1 alſo recommend to my 
Children and Servants, remembring; 
Th:t among the Reaſovns given by 
God for his Bleſſing of Abraham, and 
| making 
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making him a great Nation, This is 
| particularly afligned, 'That he would 

teach his Houſhold to fear the Lord. 
To them therefore 1 allow alwaies one 
quarter of an hour after Break-faft , 
charging them at that time to get them- 
ſelves into' ſomie privacy or other, and 
| there "ſeek the Face of God, as they 
can, if they cannot, as is beſt. And 
if thus favoured and guided, they dono- 
thing in very deed of what they are 
| directed to- do, themſelves are in all 
the fault 3 I and my bufineſs are free 

| from it. | 
Se, 28, And whereas Country 
people not uſed to the power of God- 
lineſs, are apt to be aſhamed to be ob- 
\ ſerved to retire unto, or much more 
| to be deprehended in their Devotions , 
 ] have not failed often to mind them, 
that it 1s better by far, to endure the 
Lip and Leering of Fools for a day or 
| two (which, when they bave once or 
| twice deſpiſcd, they ſhall be troubled 
with no more ) than the never ending 
fhame and confuſion ,, which will "n 
the 
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the portion of the Ungodly in Hell. 
And as tothoſe, who could not read, 


1. have by all. means encouraged them f 


to get by heart, either all or as many of 
the Prayers of the Church, which arc 
of conftant uſe, as their memories 
would retain, aſſuring them, that thieir 
Souls are as precious to God, and were 
redeemed by as great a price, as the 
Souls of the learnedfſt DoRors, or great- 
eft Princes : and ought to be as dear 
to themſelves; The whole World not 
being a waltable price for one ſigle 
Soul. And til] this ſtock of Prayers 
they are provided of, I aſſure them, 
That the LordsPrayer,ſaid over devoutly 
ſeven times, will be to their God ve- 
ry acccptable worſhip, firſt, for the 


Holy Catholique -Church , ſecondly, | 


for our own King, Church and Nation ; 


thirdly, for the Pariſh and Miniſter | 


where they are , fourthly, for the 
Family, whereof they are members for 
the rime ; fitthly, for their Enemies; 
fixchly, for their neareſt Friends; and 


laſt of Al), for themſelves : All the 


ſeven. 
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ſeven times, thinking of theſe ſeven ſe- 


| veral Objects of their charity, all. rhe 


time that That Prayer of Prayers they 
offer up unto their God-for any one of 
them. 

SefF. 29, And here I cannot but with 
oreateſt, thankfulneſs of hearr recount 
my paſt and preſent Condition. For, 
abopt forty years ago, when I was able 
to make one atall buſineſs, 1 was ad- 
viſed to keep a Teem, though my own 
poor Eftate were not the fourth part of 
a Drift , Yet this courſe being moſt 
adviſable, I undertook it, and was ther 
by neceflitated to keep S:rvants, wii 
whom I dealt, as others did ; thar is, 
ſuffered them. to do even what them- 


| ſelves liſted, as to what concerned 
{ their Souls. And then ſeldom or never 
| could I get any thing done, except my 


eye were over them. And it I or my 
Wife chanced to be abroad, at our re- 
turn we were likely to be welcom'd 
home with the news of ſome il} acci- 
dent or other from their negligence 
or diſorder, But after that it pleaſed 

Ged 
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God to dire& me into the way I am 


now in, of practiſing my ſelf, and en- F 


gaging my Houſhold ro the Service 
of God, I find my ows much better 
performed. For, if I or my Wife, or 
both of us goto a Fair or Market, and 
leave work to do, we are ſure to find 
it well done, the Cartel and little Ones, 
when we had them, and Houſe in as 
good order, as if neither of vs h:d 
been from home. And, if ſome of 
them happen to loyter a little, T can 


then difcern them to be aſhamed and - 


ſorry for their negle&t, and more an- 
ory at themſelves, than I can be with 
them for it. $0 that in many temp9- 
ral reſpe&s, I have found 1 moſt rrue, 
that Godlineſs is great gain, and the 
only way to have good Servants, 
ts trſt ro make ther good. Chriftt- 
ans. 


Sefb, 30. I have hitherto rendered | 


an account of my daily practice in the 
Duty of Prayer, both as to my felf 
and Family, Beſides this, whilſt I 
am at ny work, [ cexſe not by ſhort 

Ejacu= 


Mons 


| 
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Ejaculations to lift up my heart unto 


- God, defiring him tro have mercy on 


me, to encreale my Faith, to teach 


| me to number my dates, and the like. 


And the more to engage my mind to 
good thoughts and a Converſation in 
Heaven > whatſoever buſineſs 1 am 
abour, I recolſe& rhofe RefleRions , 
which the Spirit ' of God in the Holy 
Scripture hath made upon that parcicu- 
lar work and buſinefs, If I am Plow- 
ing, I callto mind the gentle Curſe laid 


{ upon Adam of eating bread 1n the ſweat 


of his brows, The Parable of the Sow- 
er, and the Kingdom of Heaven compa- 
red to a Field 5 The command of the 


{ Prophet, to break up tbe fallow ground 


of the heart, and not to ſow among 


Thorns, and the like. When T am 
| with my Cattel, T remember that ſay- 


ing ofthe Prophet, The Ox knoweth 


\ bis Owner, and the Aſs his Maſters 


Crib , that of David, Be not like to 
Horſe and Mule, which have no under- 
ſtanding , Thit of our Saviour, 1 am 
the good Shepherd, and the like. And 

ind. ed, 
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indeed, tt ſo falls out, that there 1s no 
one part of the Husbandmans Imploy- 
ment, which is not ſome way or other 
owned in the Holy Scripture , As if 
ir had been the purpoſe of Almighty 
God, to encourage that deſpiſed and la- 
borious Calling, by expreſling the great 
Myſteries of Godlineſs, in Parables 
and Similitudes taken thence : Our 
Saviour himſelf not diſdaining to be 
called a Shepherd, and God the Father, 
a Hubandman. 

Sect. 31. All this, eſpecially upon 
Sundaies and Communion-daies,. that 
I and all my Family, may the more 
acceptedly and ſucceſsfully perform, T 
tay the greateſt charge I can upon my 
ſelf and them,for theſe rwo things, Firſt, 
That in none of our Worſhip, Publick 
or Private, we be wanting toour ſelves 
for raiſing, our :7ward Worſhip, by 
oblising our ſelves to greateſt care and 
continual practice of the outward , 


in proſtration of Body, in bended knees, | : 


in hands andeyes lifred up to Heaven, 
in tighs and groans, in tying our ſelves, 
me- 


Ld 


| 


{ 
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ſometimes at leaſt, to ſay the very 
words of all the Prayers and Praiſes, 
after the mouth of the Company, and 
other like outward, both adyantages 
and indications of inward Devotion ; 
As well knowing, that a great number 
of Scriptures, beſides thoſe before, ma- 
ny by way of Example, and not a few 
alſo by way of Rule, docall to us for 
this prudence : Nothing being more 
neceſſary to be averted in religious 
Ofhces, than their degenerating , for 
want of theſe Enlivenings, into heartleſs 
diſpiriced Recitations, or meer Lip 
labours : Or which is much worſe, in- 
to being at Church, but zot being at 


Prayers. Beſides, plentiful experience 


hath given this in for a moſt certain 
truth, That , though ſometimes there 
may be outward Devotion, when there 
is no inward, yet never is there inward 
Devotion without ſome part or other 


| of the outward. Secondly, I lay it in 


great charge upon my ſelf and them, 
That every Sunday morning, eſpecial- 
ly if it be a Communion-day, we do 

| no 


64 ThePlain Bans wap 


Not any of ys lie the longer in Bed, be- 
cauſe ir is Holy-day, but rather go to 
bed a little the ſooner on the over- 
night, on purpoſe that being gotten up 
2 litle the earlier that Morning, and 
having diſpatcht all our works of ne- 
eellity and common -honetv, we may 


.every one of us get himſelf or her ſelf 


into ſome privacy before Prayer times 
And there having by Faith,ſet our ſelves 
AS in the prefſenceof God, every one 
to do as I do ; thatis, Firſt I offer vp 
unto God (the Lords Prayer, at the 
end of every Petition thinkmg of my 
ſelf chiefly, if not only ; Then, the 
Prayer before the Commandments; , 
changing only, the thoughts of our 


hearts, unto the thoughts of my beart | 


and, that we may perfeitly love thee , 
into, that 1 may perfetly love thee : 
And this done, ] do moſt humbly re- 
hearſe. every Commandment 3 and at- 
ter the rehearſa}, fay, .Lord have 'wer- 


cy upon me, in reſpe& of my violations| - 


oof this firſt, ſecond, third, &:c. Com- 
mandment, whatſoever they are or have 


been | - 
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been ; And for the time to come, in- 
cline my heart to keep this firſt, ſecond, 
third, &c. Commandment, in the full 
extent and true meaning thereof ; Be- 
thinking my ſelf, and calling to mind, 
and in words uttering, as I can, my 
| lateft breaches of every Command- 
| Ment ; And after all, Zord have mer- 
cy upon me, and write all theſe thy 
Laws in my heart, Lord I beſeech thee. 
Then, one of the Prayers for the 
King 3 And after, 1 do the beſt T' can, 
10 a&t my Faith upon the Nicene' Creed, 
by a moſt ſteddy and believing re- 
ef bearſal of it thus , I beheve vn one 
| God — And in one Lord Fe- 
ſits And TI believe in the Hy- 
4 . And 1 believe . one Catholick, 
 .and — — Concluding with this Scripture 
, :| Ejaculation; T believe, Lord, help my 
-e- | unbelief , And give unto meT beſeech 
af. | thee, O Lord, That I may in very 
deed believe in God the Father, as the 
ns| Maker of me and all the World ,, In 
n-|| God the Son, as the Redeemer of me 
well «7d all Mankind ; and inGeod the Ho- . 
al 7 
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all the Eleft people of God , And that 
Tmay know Chriſt Feſus, and the Pow- 
er of bus Reſurreition, and the fellow- 
ſhip of hus Suffering, being made confor- 
mable unto his Death, that I may at- 
tain unto the Reſurreftion of the dead, 
Amen. And theſe things done ( m 
about half a quarter of an hour ) I make 
no doubt at all but this 1s real examt- 
ning and aQing, my Faith and Repen- 
tance ; Sure 1 am, as much as the bu- 
fie life of Country people, ordinarily 
and for conftancy can attain unto. 
But let me add, That after long uſe of 
examining my ſelf by the Command- 
ments in this Way, I am ow, I know 
- not how, unleſs by Gods immediate 
ſuggeſtion, come to do Itin a way, not 
only much more expedite , but alfo 
much more affecting to my ſoul and 
affeRions, than this has been , thus : 
Try me O God, and ſearch the ground 
of my heart : Prove me and examine 
my thoughts, look well, if there be any 
way of wickedneſs in me ; and lead me 
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ly Ghoſt, as the Sanitifier of me and of 
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of | in the way everlaſting. [Pale 139. 
at} thetwolaſt verſes. | 

v-| 'O thou that heareſt Prayers ; unto thee 
W-| ſhall all fleſh come, [ Pſal. 65.v.2. ] 
T-j Even ſuch finful fleſh. and Blood, as 
#-j I am, ſo that I believe the Goſpel, 
d,f and repent me of my-fin, and take 
my} Chrift Jeſus for my Lord, and his 
Ke} Goſpel for my Rule of life , As Lord, 
ni-} I thank thee, in fome meaſure I 
N-} do, 

u-F Our Father, which art in Heaven ; 
ily} Hallowed 

to) Almighty God, unto whom all 
of} hearts be open, all defires known, and 
1d-} from whom no ſecrets are hid , 
ow Cleanſe the thoughts of »y treart by 
arc} the Inſpiration of thy -Blefſed Spirit, 
not} that I may perfeQly love thee and wor- 
lfo} cthily magnifie thy Holy Name, through 
nd} Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

S i} - God ſpaketheſe words and ſaid, I an 
i the Lord thy God, which brought thee 


meh ont of the Land of Egypt, out of the 
Py} houſe of Bondage ; Thou ſhalt have no 


mel other Gods, bug me. Lord have mercy 
in| 


upon 
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upon me- in-reſpe&. of my Ignorance, 


unbelief, harneſs of heart, and 'dilobe- 
diences,. and wha other vislarions- of 
this. firſt Commandment. 

Lord have mercy upon me in. reſpe& 


of my falſe worſhip, or no-worſhip,. and. 
what other violations. of. the ſecond. 


Commandment; 


Lord have mercy upon me in- reſpe& 
of my breaking my promiſſory. Vows, 
Oaths and Engagements, whether to. | 


God, or man; andiwhat other violations 
of the third Commandmenr, 
Lord have-mercy upon me -in reve 


of my. profanation ' of: the.Day dedicated 


to thy Publick Worſhip and Seryice, 
and what other violations. of the: tourth 
Commandmenr. 


Lord have mercy upon me in-reſpe 


of my.not rendring that Honour, main- 
renance, obedience, Reverence, and:ſup- 
pore to. all: my; Superiours. in_ Family, 


Church, and State,. andi what other vi-. 


olacens: of. the fifth. Command- 


IEATLL 


Lord 
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Lord —In reſpe& of 'my violence 
-and blood-ſhed, whether by- will, with, 
word or deed, and what other violations. 
of the fixth Commandment, - * | 
Lord in reſpe& of my unclean- 


| nefles:and Carnalities, and what other 
| violations of the ſevemh Command- 


ment. 
Lord in reſpe& of my- Rapine 
and Injuftice, and what other violations 


| of the eighth Commandment. 
_  Lord- 


in reſpect of my backs 
biting, flandering, evil-ſpeaking, lying, 
vanity | and falſe-witneffing, - and what 
other” violations of the ninth Command- 


mem. 


Lord in reſpe&t of my defraud- 
ing, intercepting, and interverting the 


Eftate or any Good of Any other, and 


what other violations of this tenth Com- 


 mandment. 


O Lord have mercy upon me in re- 
ſpe& of all my violations of all theſe 
ten Commandments, whatſoever they 
are or have been; and for the time to 


come, encline my: heart to keep them 


D 2 All, 
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All, in the full extent and crue meaning 
of them - and write all theſe thy Laws 
in my heart, Lord I beſecch thee. 

And then as before in the ſixty fifth 
page , One of the Prayers for the 
Church and King ; eAnd after [ do the 
beſt I can, to att my Faith and 
ſo forward to theſe words, can at- 
tain-unto, 1n page the ſixty ſixth. 

This alſo with a very little change is 
my way of Interceſlion, firſt, For the 
Catholique Church, and See of Rowe, 
every Tueſday ; Next for our King, 
and all his Dominions, every Thurſday 
and laſt of all for the Miniſter and 
Pariſh where I am, every Saturday. 
Or for Any One in the Pariſh, or elſe- 
where, who, by reaſon of ſickneſs or 
any other great Calamity or Danger, 
is in great need of the Prayers of me, 
and all Believers; thus; 

I am not worthy O Lord, to pray for 
roy ſelf, yer foraſmuch as thou haſt 
commanded me to pray for others alſo, 
therefore I pray unto thee in the be- 
half of the Holy Catholique Church, 

and 
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and particularly in behalf of the See of 
Rome : | | 

Try them O God, and ſearch the 
| ground of rheir Heart, prove them and 
examine zherr thoughts. 

Look well if there be any way of 
wickedneſs in them: and lead them ir 
the way of everlaſting. 

O- thou that heareſt prayers, unto. 
thee ſhall all fleſh come, Even ſuctt 
ſinful fleſh and blood, as I am, for 
others as well as my ſelf ; ſo that be- 


+ lieve the Goſpel, and repent me of my 


fin, and take Chriſt Feſus for my Lord; 
and his Goſpel for my Rule of life , Ag 
Lord I thank thee, in- ſome meaſure 
I do. 

Our Fath:r which art im Heaven <. 
Hallowed thinkins all the while 
vpon the holy Catholique Chorch, and 
more eſpecially upon the See of Rome. 

- Almighty God, unto whom all hears 


J- be open, all defires known. and from 


whom no ſecrets are hid ; Cleanſe the 
thoughts of the Hearts of the Ho!y'as 
thelique Church, and particularly of the 
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See of Rome, by the Inſpiration of thy 
Holy Spirit, that they may perfectly [1 
love thee, and worthily magnifie thy 
Holy Name, through Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. 

God ſpaks theſe words and ſaid, I am 
the Lord thy God, who have bropght 
thee out of the Landof Egypt, out of the 
Houſe of Bondage ; Thaw ſhalt .have no 
other Goas but me. Lord have mercy 
upon the Holy 'Catholique Church, 
and particutarly upon. the \See of Rowe, 
in reſpe&t oftheir;Ignorance, Unbelief, |. 
Diſobediences, and what other violations 
of this firſt Commandment. 

Lord have ,mercy upon them, in re- 
ſpe& of their falſe worſhip and no wor- | 
ſhip, and what other violations of the 
ſecond Commandment, 

Lord have mercy upon them, in re- 
ſpec of their breaking their promiſſory. 
Vows, Oaths, and Engagements, whe- 
ther to God, or man, and what other 
violations -of the third Command- 
ment, | 


Lord 
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Lord have mercy upon them in re- 


} -ſpect of - their profanation of the Day 


dedicated to thy -Publick Worſhip and 
Service, -and what other violations-of 
the fourth Commandment. 
Lord have mercy upon them -1n re- 
ſpeft of their not rendring that 
-Honour , Maintenance , Obedience , 
Reverence, and/ſupport to -all their Su- 
pettours in Family, 'Church, and State, 
and -what -other -violattons of the fifth 
- Commandment. | 
+ Lord have merey upon them in re- 
Tpect of their Violenee -and Bloodſhed, 
- whether by will, wiſh, -word or deed, 
and what other violations of -the - fixth 
| Commandment. 

Lord have mercy upon them in re- 
fpe of their uncleaneſſes and* Carnali- 
Lies, and what other -violations of the ſe- 
venth Commandment. 


Lord have mercy upon them-in re- 
ſfpet of their Rapine and Injuſtice, and 
what other violations of che eighth Com- 

 -mandment, | 


D 4. Lord: 
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Lord have mercy upon them, in ' re- 
ſpect of their lying, vanity, falſe-witnef- 
ſing , backbiting, flandering and evil- 
ſpeaking, and what other violations of 
the ninth Commandment. 

Lord have mercy upon them in re- 
Ipect of their defrauding, intercepting 
and interverting the Eftate, or any Good | 
of Any other, and what other violations 
of the tenth Commandment. . 

O Lord have mercy upon them in 
reſp:& ofall their violations of all theſe 
ten Words, whatſoever they are or 
| have been 3 And for the time to come, 


tncline their Hearts. to keep them All, | 


in the full extent and true meaning of 
them ; and write all theſe thy Laws 1n 
th ir hearts, Lord Þ beſeech thee. 
eAlwighty God, whoſe Kirgdom ts 
Everlaſtins and. Pawer mnfinite.,, bave 
mercy upon the whole Church ;' and ſo 
rule the Heart of thy choſen Servant 
Charles, our 
The Holy Catholique * Church, © 
Lord, and particularly the See off Rowe 
do profeſs to belicve ; Do ihou, © Lord, 
_—_ help 
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help their ,uabelief ; And give unto 
them, mot. only in word and tongue, but 
11 deed and truth, . that they may be- 
lievein One God he Kather- Almighty, 
maker of Lina and Earth, and of 
all things wiſible and taviſtble; Ard 
in One Lord Feſus Chriſt, . the only ba- 
gotten Son of God, begotten of hu Fa- 
ther before all worlds, God of God, 
light———T hat for us men, and far onr 


Salvation He came down. from Hea- 


wen ; and was incarnate by. the Hee. 


ly -eAnd that He ſhall come again. 
* with glory to judge ———T hat = 
way believe in the Holy Ghoſt., the 


Lord — —that. He pint from tHe. 
Father and the Son, and that. wath the 

Father and the Son He i worſhipped, 
glorified., and that He ſpake. by: the 
Prophets. That they may believe Qne 
Catholique and Apoſtolique: Chuxch.. 
That they may acknowledges One Ba- - 
ntsſm forthe. remiſſion of ſins ;, T hat they. 


* . may look for the Reſurreition- of the Dead, . 


and the life of the world to come. Abe. . 
They B-lieve ;. Lord help their vnbe- 
I 5: fiefs 
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may know Chriſt feſus and the Power of 


Eaſe. wnto All, me and all others of 


and Charity, to be ſo good for halfa 
quarter of an Hour, to All others, as 
we may and ought to be : | For more | 


' 

0 
: 
' 


Hei; and give unto them not only in 


word and tongue, but in deed and truth | 
to believe in God the Father, as the ma- 


ker of them: and of all the world ,, In 
God the Son, as the Redeemer of them 
and of all mankind , Andin God the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt as the Santlifier of them and of 
all the Elect People of God : That they 


his Reſtrrefion, and the fellowſhip of 
bis ſufferings, being made conformable to 
his Death, That they may attain unto 
the Reſurretionof the Dead, 

So alſo, with thoſe little changes, 
that are obvious, upon Thurſdaies, and 
Saturdaies, in behalf -of theſe before 
named , This being no. doubt Inter- | 
ceſſion, no leſs powerful for All, than 


the poorer ſort, if we have but Hearts 


than half a quarter of an Hour about this | 


task I do not beſtow ;, though the bene- 
fit, I am afſurxcd, will be Eternal, _ 
the 


he” . 
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the Honour of It wonderful ; When 


_ attthe laſt Judgement Chrift ſhall-give 


teſtimony before all the world, Thar 
for the ſake of me and the reſt his un- 
fained ſervants (crying and calling un- 
to him, Night and "Day, and giving 
Him no Reft; - He did not deal-with 
his'Creature, as It deſerved, withheld. 
his Judgements from It, &c. 

- Bur theſe things about Intercefſion, 
by the Way, and in a Parentheiis, as-ic 
were: ;, whereof my Reader-haply may 
make ſome uſe. Now therefore I re- 


 ſume the concluſion of -my Account of 


the Preparation, which Iand my Fami- 
ly uſe, in order to our better Sanctify- 
ing the Lords Day. For, as I was about 
to ſay, After it, as now;has been decla- 
red, We betake our ſelves ro: the 
Church, ſo as to- be ſure to be there 
ſome little time before the beginning, 
as before I havenoted , not any being 
ſuffered to ſtay behind, unleſs one 'per- 
haps, to look tothe houfe and keep the 
Pot boiling ; as heretofore to look tothe 
little ones + And this ( to: note this 


7 al 
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alſo by the way , upon this confiderati- 
on ; Becauſe, whilſt very lnfants,. I 
have ever thought 1t beſt, they ſhould . 
be kept. at home ; And that, becauſe 
the Children and little ones, that are 
invited. to praiſe the Lord., are. not 
meer Infants, I cqnceiye, but ſuch Chil- 
dren, as thoſe in Saint Matthew, who. 
the Text plainly ſaith, cryed in the 
Temple, ſaying, Hoſanna to the San ef. 
David, Mar. 21. v.15, .. 

Seft. 32. Belides theſe necefMary com-. 
manded worſhips on. the Lords day, and. 
at athertimes, There have been indeed | 
formerly about us, ſeveral Lectures.in 

the Marker Towns, as: there alſo haye 
been and are divers Conventicles. and 
private Meetings, which 1 know many 
of my Neighbours have and. do. ftill 
frequent, and judge others for- not do- 
ing in like manner z and much repine at 
their reſtraint : But for my part I 
2m not ſatisfied, bur that the. ſame oe 


mandment which enjoins to reft on the 
Sabbath Day, does peremptorily give 
ia charge ſix daies to labour, ( unleſs 
q God 
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God by his. Church hath or doth other- 
wiſe determine of, us :.) and 1 fear that 
at the great day, an account muſt be gi- 
ven for the iniquities of theſe our holy 
things; not only tor the pride, ft ſingue 
larity, | Schiſm and Rebellion, of ſich 
Aſſembling, ; bur” even for miſpending 
that time .in Hearing, which ſhould 
bave been ſpent in' dozng ; and that ma- 
ny who cry Lord, Lord, and think 


they .haye great familiariy with God; 


ſhall be ſent back with 7 know you nat, 


depart from me ye workers of iniquity, 
Luke 13. 


Se, 33, But belides the ordinary 


Duties of Piety, we, have 'in the Holy 
Scripture evident mention of divers ex- 
'traordinary ;, ſuch as are” Faſting and 
: Humiliation, Praiſe and Thankſgiving, 


reſignation. into Gods hand in caſe of 
ſickneſs ; and laftly, preparation for 
Death, in all which I cannot bur think 
my ſelf exceedingly. concerned. "And 
as to the firſt, alrbough4o a poor man, 
his whole life is ſome kind of abſtinence, 


and a perpetual Lene; yer ſure our 


S$av1-. 
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Saviour ſaying to his Diſciples, who 
were 70 leſs poor, Mat, 6. When you 
faft, &c. luppoles that Duty to reach 
unto ſuch ; Beſides, if- poor men have 
lins to repent of, there is ſelf revenge 
and the Aﬀts of Morcification to be 
performed aceoegng to the ſaying of 
the Apoſtle, 2 Cox, . And as for 
Praiſe and. Thankſgiving for mercles 
received, this is not only -a duty of na- 
tural gratitude, but the higheft * AR of 
Worſhip, and the 'bulineſs of Eternity 
in Heaven : according to that ſaying 
of the Pſalmiſt, Who offereth praiſe, be 
bonoureth me. Put then if I am ſeized 
by ſickneſs, I look upon-it as Gods 1m- 
mediate hand and Viſitation ; making 
it my endeavour, while my ſtrength and 
rnderſtanding remain with me, to ſet 
my Houſe in order, and do juſttce to 
my. Family, in leaving to them. what 
God has bleſt me with; forl abſcrve, 
thac for want of timely care herein, the | 
Teſtaments of the dead are generally 
the Wills, nay the Knavery of the li- 


Ing. Having done this, I lay aſide all 
carthiy 
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earthly Cares, and prepare for my laft 
account , and think my ſelf more con- 
cerncd to ſend tor the Phyfictan of my 
Soul, the Miniſter, than the other for 
my Body, though that 1 do not omit. 
It is the dire@ion of St. James, that if 
any one be ſick he ſhould ſend for the 
Elders or Minifters of the Church, 
Jam.5. And though poſlibly my pro- 
per Miniſter -may not be- either ſo-ptous 
or fo learned as it were to be wither , 
yet lince its his -Offce to pray for the 
people, and to bleſs in Gods Name : 
I have all reaſon to afſure my ſelf thac 
his Miniftratien both of Prayers and 
Sacrament ſhall be beneficial ro me ; 
and I may be faved-by the preaching ot 
him, who himſelf is a caſt-away, 1 C'or., 
Jo 27 

Sef#, 34. Having given this account 
of my Duty to God ; I am next to 
ſpeak of that great remajning part, 
which concerns my Nejghbour , Whe- 
ther he be my Superiour, the Prince and 
Maziftrate . Or F.qua:, my ſriend and 
telow Subjeft. And concerning Fa 

GOL- 
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former I- was guided by theſe and the 
like Scriptures , ey Son, fear thu 


the Lord andthe K ing, and meadie not + 


with them that are given to change : 
for their deſtruttion ſhall rs/e ſuddenly, 


and who . knoweth.the ruine of them 


both ? Prov. 24. verſ.21, 22. Curſe | 


not the King, no not in thy thought, 
Ecclel. 10.20. Fear God, honour the 


King. The King, as Supreme , and 


Governours, as thoſe that are ſent by 


aw, 'x-Pext, - 2; vert. 17. 13, -14- 
Ye muſt needs be ſubjeit, not only for 
wrath, but alſo for (onfcience ſake, 


Rom. 13.verſ. 5. They that refift, ſhall 


receive to themſeltes damnation, V. 2. 
And when I conſider how many mil- 
_guided.. Souls have not only been. en- 


gaged in open Rebellion againft the. 


Lords Anointed, ſpilt the blood of 
others and their own. in that unhappy 
quarrel ; but continue to this day jy- 
 ftifying chem(ſclves. in every thing they 


did ; As lam aftonitht at ſodefpera - 


perverſeneſs , I alfo- S1d my ſelf. ob- 


hged to hfir up my heart with All 


th 20k- 
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thankfulneſs to God, who has with- 
held me from being led - into this tem- 
ptation ; and throughout the late trou- 
bles, kept me 'back not only from. lift- 


. Ing up my hand againſt the late King, 
| bur from owning or abetting that fide 


and party, even when it flouriſht moſt, 


.and ſeemed at; once to be both great 


godlineſs and great gain. | 

Se. 35. As to my demeanour to- 
wards my fellow Subjefs, the .Scri- 
ptures which guide me,are ſuch as theſe , 


Seek, peace ard enſue it , Plal. 34.13. 


If it #s poſſible,” as much as in you licth, 


- live peaceably with all men, Rom. 12, 


IS. Not rendring evil for evil, or 
railing for railing , but contrariwiſe 
bleſſing, k owing that ye are thereunto 
called, that ye fhould. wherit blifſmg, 
1 Pet. 3.9. . Owe 10 man any thing. , 
but to love one another, Rom. 13. +. 
Withhold. not good from them to whom it 
5s due, when it 15 in the power of thine 


band to ag, it, Prov. 3. 27. Whatſe- 
.ever ye:would that men ſhould do unto 
you, do ye even ſo to them : for thus. is 


the 
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the Law and the Prophets, Mat. 7. 12. | 


Set apart thy Tythes with pgladneſs, 
Will a man rob Gad ?' But ye have rob- 
bed-me. But ye ſay wherein have we 
robbed thee ? In Tythes and Offerings, 
Mal. 3. verſ. 8. Let no man defrand 
er over-reach his Brother in any matter, 
becgnſe that: the Lord is the Avenger of 


all ſuch, 1 Theff. 4.6. Balances #f| 


deceit , an abomination to the Lord, 
'Prov. 11.1. Let every man wherein 
:he ts called, therein abide with | God, 


1-Cor.-7. 24, Mind not highthings,| 
but ſort .with them of low degree; Rom, 


+2.26, Thou ſhalt not go abont a 
'Tale-bearer, Levit, 19.16. Nor buſw- 
*body #n other mens matters, 1 Pet. 4. 
IF. CF Oe 

Sect. 36. The Goſpel being called 
-the Goſpel of Peace, and our:Saviour, as 
the 'Prince thereof, making- his firſt 
Proclamation by the mouth of the hea- 


venly Hoſt, That he was come to bringe 


Peace to Earth, and good will towards 
men ; his life and preceptsſtill incul- 
cating that-Duty. ; and his dying Leg+- 

; cy 


_ 


| 


| make -with ſuch- induſtry, who toſe the 
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cy being till the ſame largeſs of 
Peace , | fully-convinc't my elf of the 


importance of that Duty, believing ir 
a fad exchange, which now adaies men 


certain -pofſeffion of -Unity -and Peace, 
upon - the - expeQation- and -prerence of 
Truth. -Charity -may indeed cover a 


' multitude of fins; Bur the knoywingthe | 


Maſters wil}, without a faichful doing of 
1t,-will only -occaſton-the infliction of 


more, and more heavy-ftripes,And in the 


| Apoſtles compariſon, knowledge paffeth- 


| 


24, bur -charity .edifies, z, ce. builacth-up : 
-Fhe increaſe of the one being roficknels ; 
of the other -to firength and uſe. Al- 
mighty - God -is himſelf one , has gi- 


yen us one Mediator between himſelf . 


and men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, There 
is likewiſe but one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
one Common Hope ; and all Chrifti- 
ans he has-made one by the neareſt tye 


. of Unity, to be members of the ſame 


'Body, -under Jeſus Chriſt the Head. 
And certainly we have little value for 
our 'Profeſlion, little ſenſe of our Sa- 

viours 
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viours honour, or of our own. duty and | 
concern, if we makea rupture here, | 


and break through- all thoſe bonds of 
Unity, preferring a party beyond the 
whole, and the Being of Paul, ApoRos, 
or Cephas, rather than of Chriſt. 

Selt. 37. Next unto Charity I eſteem 
Juſtice, which is a Duty ſo ſacred, that 
my Alms is robbery without it ; The 
beſt ations whichare founded in injury, 
| being but ſuch Sacrifices, as were offer- 
ed in Tophet, where murder was the 
Oblation. wp | 

Set, 38, A moſt common, but yet 
certain kind of injuſtice, 15 the non-pay- 
ment of Debts; A Theft, which has 
generally this aggravation, that breach 
of. Falih, and. Promiſe 1s annext. to it. 
Itherefore rather want, than borrow 
any thing, which I am not certainly 
enabled to pay 3. And do rather undergo 
any inconvenience, than fail. of being 


punctual to my Engagements, whether . 


they be the ſtanding ones, of- Rent unto 
my Landlord, and payment of Com- 
mon. Rates ; or accidental ones, of 


Pay- 


ty 


> 
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payments at day upon chaffer or bargain- 


| ing, or other Obligations byBond or Spe - 


cialry 3 And to this end am very ſparing 
in undertaking any thing in reference to 
the future, as nut knowing what a day 
may bringtorth, 

Selt, 39. Among my Debts I rec- 
kon that moſt incumbent duty of doing 
all the good I can to all perſons, with 
whom 1 have todo , efteeming it a 
great unkindneſs to my ſelf as well as 
to my Neighbour, to forfeit the bene- 


| fir and advantage of doing a good 


turn ; but a plain injuftice towards God, 
who has made us Stewards and Diſpen- 
ſers of his good things , and will puniſh 
the laying up our - Talent m the Nap- 
kin, as if wehad laviſht it away in riot 
and excels. 

Set, 40, The ſhort and ftanding 
Rule both of Juſtice and Charity, I 
take to be thedoing to others, whatſo- 


{ever we would have done to our ſelves : 
[ Than- which nothing can be more equal, 


and nothing more applicable upon all 
emergent Accidents 3 eyery the m_ 
c 
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eſt Capacity. knowing. its'own defires 


and expeRations, and thereby alſo its | 


own Duty ; for inſtance, If I in my ex- 
tremity would not be-deftituted; letme 
ſee I-never turn my face- from any-poor 
man : If Ideſfire my fſelfto be plainly 
and! Chriftianly- told of my: miſtakes 
and miſadyentures,let me+be ſo true'tothe 
Fame and Reformation. of my- Neigh- 
bour, as-not to tell others, but the 


offenders themſelves only of their faults 


and- failings-: - 1f I- am not welt pleaſed; 


to- be born down with loudneſs, impu- J 


dence and-confidence, let-me never go; | 


about ro batHe, amaze, ' and- ftnn any ' 


body elſe, If Iam grieved-to be made! 
ſtory and Town-talk,, let me do no- 
thing. towards making any man elſe' 
ſo, &c. 

Set, 41. The payrfient of Tythes 
ſeems, I know, . generally a great bur- 
then, bur I-eſteem it a great priviledge. 


It was the- Villany- of (azz: ro offer un-:, 


ro. God the- worſt of his increaſe ; bur 
he muſt. be a' ſtrange Wretch, who: 
orudges- the offering, even of that, 

Upon 


T7 
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Upon reading; of. the Scripture. I eaſily: 
diſcern, that the Jews in theirfarſtand-ſe-. 


| cond Tythings, their firt:Fruits; their 


Caſual expiations for legal. impurities 
(not to» reckon their .ſin offerings and 
tree Oblations and Vows; . as alſo: the 
Cuies ' wich. thair Territories belonging 
to-che Prieſts and other Attendants upon 
the Altar.) made a'far more liberal diſ- 
poſal: of their goods. for Gods - Service, 


| than. is now expected from us Chrifti- 


ans, And yet the Apoſtle ſaies, that under 
the Evangelical Diſpenſation; as well as 


| the:Jewiſh ; They that wait arthe Altar, 
4 were to live of the-Altar. And, however 


we think the meaneft, moſt. ſordid -pit-= 
tance enough for-them,.he: reſolves them 
worthy; .not only: of- ſingle, butdouble 
honour, In ſhort, ſeeing; God-- gives 
me. all, and: requires -a- tenth, -it- muſt 
be a great” baſcneſs.in;meto refuſe him 
that, The. meer munificence of Bene- 
faftors - gave. them to- God and- his 


'F Churchz The Law of the Land: has 


made them- the Inheritance of the 


Church ; No man ever purchaſes. 9 
0» 
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Propriety : No man pays Rent for that, 
with his'orher nine parts; ſo that T muſt 
be injurious to God and Man, and there- 
with ro my own Soul, fo far as Theft 
and Sacriledge can make me, if T with- 
hold my Tythes. 72 

SefF. 42. In making bargains I avoid 
all Arr and Subtilty ; neither diſcom- 
mend what 1 would buy, nor praiſe 
what I would fell ; much leſs tell lies, 
or, what is the worſt of robberies, uſing 
falſe weights or meaſures, moſt juſtly 
ftyled an Abomination to God, 

Sei. 43- My vocation being Hus- 
bandry, I wholly apply my ſelfto it ; 
knowing well , that, fince I am no 
Stateſman, it 1s not for me to trouble my 
head with State-affairs, or pick quar- 
rels with my Superiours, whom Chri- 
ſtianity commands me to obey and pray 
for. And fince I am no Divine, I may 
not take upon me to determine of Que-. 
ftions in Religion, or to controul the 
Miniſter, who is oyer me in the Lord. 


- Sel, 
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SefF. 44. Being Mafter of my own 
Family only, 1 may not meddle with 
the tranſactions in my Neighbours 3 
but. muſt make a great Account at the 
Day of Judgement for my ſelf and thoſe 
depending on me ; and therefore need 
nor clog my ſelf with other unconcern- 
ing Reckonings. In my own Family 
indeed I am bold to ſee, that all live 
according to. their Condition , not ſuf- 
fering my Sons to -be drefs't up with 
Ribbands and Baubles, ttter for my 
Fore- Horſe, than them ; nor my Daugh- 
ters to be Hooded in Blackbags, or 
fpruc'd up with Scarffs and Laces, as 
if they were not to ſell their Butter and 
Cheeſe, but them(elves at the Market. 
I know well that they, who are lolici- 
tous for their outlide, have generally 
very little care for their better part 
within ; and it is moſt certain, rhat the 
next thing to Vanity, is Vice ; Extra» 
vagance in one kind multiplying it ſelf 
ro- others, and ending atthe laſt in the 
moft open irregularities. Nor is it a 
wonder, ſo many Farmers now 000 

| 10U 
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ſhould break, and throw up 'their bar- 


gains, fince there are /o few, wholive as | 


Farmers ſhouid-do > with induftry and 
thrifr. 

Sect, 45. And whilſt T adhere tomy 
Calling, without departing from ir, and 
avoid the diverſions of meding in the 
VOCations Or Concerns of others , 1 
alſo decline, as much as Honeſtly I 
may, theſe more legal Avocations of 
being imployed as a Pariſh-Officer, a 
Conſtable, Tything-man, Church-war- 


den, and the like, Where, belides the | 


trouble and expence of the Employment, 
there is a great hazard of diſpleaſing 
my Neighbours, and agreater of offend- 
ing Almighty God ;, for in them I 
muſt take a Corporal Oath to preſent 
all mifdemeanours and offences, that 
come to my knowledge ; who keep 
diſorders in their Houſes ; who fre- 
quent fuch places 3 who abſent them- 


{elves from Divine Service ; and th a 


rime, when there are ſo many Papiſts, 
ſo many Fanaticks, Atheiſts, and Drun- 
Kards 1n every Townthip and Pariſh, it 

is 
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is impoſiible wich any pretence to truth 
or common honeſty, to bring in the 
uſual return, that all things are well 
and in good order. Not many years 
ſince, T was choſen Church-Wardes, 
and ſeeing that there was no remedy, 
but ſerve I muſt ( it being juſt I ſhould 
bear my ſhare of burdens; ) The firſt 
thing I did, was to declare openly, thar 
I would return all perſons without fa- 
vour or connivence, according to my 
Articles. Nor was I worſe than my 
. Preſenting the rich as wel) as 
the poor, the Popiſh and prophane as 
well as Fanatick Recuſant : And was 
for my pains rail'd at asa buſte, ſtrait- 
lIac'd Hypocritical Rogue, an Unneigh- 
bourly, troubleſom Fellow, with a grear 
deal of the like il] Language. But not- 
withſtanding, TI live, I thank God, till, 
and am as well thought on in the Pariſh, 
as thoſe, who for quietneſs ſake, for- 


- ſwore themſelves, and choſe rather to 


partake of other mens ſins, than of their 


diſpleaſure or ill will. 


E jo Se, 
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Se. 46. Bur with much more wil- 
lingneſs I undertook the Office of Qver- 
ſeer of the Poor, and the conſtant trou- 
ble which went with ir 3 conſidering 
that, ſince by reaſon of my low conditi- 
on, 1 had little means of being charita- 
ble and contributing to the relief of 
thoſe, that were indiftreſs , I had the 
Sreater obligation, not to be ſparing of 
my care and pains in their behalf. And 
one particular way, wherein I did be- 
friend them, was, to pay the ſeveral 
zYowarces puncually ar the weeks end, | 
for 1 obſcrved that diſappointment of 
a day or two was a great oppreſſion 
to them, who had only from hand to 
mouth, and who muſt either beg or 
tteal, if they bappened not to have iherr 
relief at the time, when it was due ; 
and therefore I rather wanted money 
my ſelf, or borrowed it for them, than 
ſee them lack. And, when 1 conſider 
that the proceeding of the Day of. 
Judgement is deſcribed by our Saviour, 
as dependins upon the having fed the 
hungry, cloathed the naked, and viſited 

ihe 
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the ſick and otherwiſe diftreſſed , Ef 
cannot but reſolve it of exceeding great 
importance, to be enabled to make: 2 
Plea to the performance of theſe Du- 
ties : The having not done them to 
our Neighbour, being by our Lord ex- 
prelly ſaid, The Refuſal of them unto 
him himſelf. 
$28. 47. Though hitherto I have in 
many words given an account of m 
own Actions and Concernments, vhich 
may juſtly lay me open to the charge of 


{ Impertinence and Folly ( The ſpeaking 


of ones ſelf beins generally an effe& of 
want of Wit: ) Yet, if I find any good 
done by this Artempr, I have ſome 
other things to offer tro my Generation, 
For I moſt willingly profeſs, I am # 
Fool; and, if I ſee cauſe, will yer fur- 
ther be a Fool, fer Chriſt his ſake, and 
for the good of his litcle Ones. And 
thinking it reaſonable that the diſcour- 
» ſings of an unlearned man, ſhould have 
the ſame effeRt among thoſe of the ſame 
Level, as the reaſonings of grear 
Clerks among Scholars; and hoping 

E. 3 that. 
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that God, who magrifies his ſtrength 
in weakneſs, may give a bleſling to my . 
lender endeavour , I cannot repent of 
the trouble I have given my ſelf in this 
Adventure, till I ſhalldiſcern it utterly 
unuſeful to Plain Country-men, ſuch 
as I am, and for whom, if not only, yet 
chiefly, it was deſigned. In the mean 
time, I hope Almighty God will accept * 

the Will for the Deed, and forgive | 
the failing, not only of this writing, but 
of my whole life to, The which Pray- 
er | have reaſon with the preater 
fervency to make, being now draw- 
ing towards my long home, and 
ſpeedily to render an account of what- 
ever has been done or omitted by me, 
fince I came into the World, At which 
great Day, it will not be inquired how 
Rich, or how Honourable, but how 
Religious and Honeſt I haye been , nor 
Jo much how Prudentially, as how Pi- 
ouſly, Juſtly, and Soberly I bave lived, | 
God grant I may then appear faichful 

in the Husbandry of that Talent, which - 
hath been committed to my Truft ; 
That,, 


Repu wins 
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That, though I am an unprofitable Ser- 
vant, yet my defets being ſupplied by 
the Merits of my Saviour, and mercies 
of my Judge, I may be (er at the right 
hand with the Innocent, though ſimple 
and unwary Sheep, and admitted into 
the Joy of my Lord, &c. 
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Adveruſement, 


Having Lately in the following Pa- 
pers mer with: not only. ſatisfattion;, 
but comfort to, and thinking that ma- 
ny. others may do ſo to , I have got- 
zen leave of the Authour, That here 
added they Br. 


The Inward and ſpiritual Grace of 
the two Sacraments 3 Or Four ſhort 
Inſtructions for the People of England, 
Well to underſtand, and heartily to- 
believe in order to our Beeing, and: 
continning to be, Chriſtians in good! 

Earneſt, With Annotations, 


Sel. 1. Faith by Hearing, that is by 
Catechizing. Rom. 10.7% 17. 


} ] 'He true and eafie enarration 
of this Scrip-.ure , Faith by: 
Hearing, and Hearing by the 

word of God, Is acknowlidged ts: be 


the... 
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Though the knowledge of God, as 
Creator, may be had by the Creature, 
yet the faith of God 24 Redeemer, can- 
not ord:narily be had but by Hearing, 
thatis, either by the Oral Inſtruction, or 
Catechizing of Nurſes, Parents, Ma- 
ſters, Dames or other Friends , Or 
elſe, by the both Catechizing and 

Preaching of Miniſters 
(1) Firſt 41. ordained. (" ) And that 
notation. ſuch Catechizing and 
old,p 47 -/<:Preaching, that is, ſuch 
Hearing there be, It is the Plain word 
of God in this place, and Hearing by 
the word, and in ſundry like pla- 
CES. 
= Let us therefore not endure to be 
without Catechizing, as not in our pri- 
vate Families, ſo neither in our common 
Churches, 


Set, 2. The inward Grace of 
Baptiſm. 


2. What « the Inward and Spiritual 
Grace © 
A, - 
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A. A Death unto ſin | That is, the 
free forgiveneſs of all paſt fin ] and 4 
New birth unto. righteouſneſs : | Thar 
is, 2 ſecret power from the death and 
ReſurreQion of Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 6. 
v. 4,5, 6, 8. and from the Holy Spi- 
rit, 1 (or. 12.13. Tit. 3.5. convey- 
ed and put into the Soul ( by vertue of 
the Inſticution,and by vertue of this Scri- 
pture 1n this fixt to the Romans ) Ena- 
bling the Baptized to live according to 
the Name of Father, Son, and Holy 
| Ghoſt, or, according to the Rule of the 
Goſpel, whereinto he is Baptized. 7 
For being by Nature born in ſin, andthe 
children of wrath | Thatis, ſfubjeR and 
liable tro the wrath of God ] We are 
hereby [ that is, by the Inward Grace 
of Baptiſm |] made the children of Grace 
[ that is, of the New Covenant, or, of 
Gods eſpecial Grace and-Favour. }] 


Some Scripture proofs. 
( Firft, | Rom. 6. 7. For He that us 


dead [| that is,. -our of the fecond and 
Z $ third 
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third yerſes before He that is dead to 
| fin in Baptiſm ]# freed, 
( 2) Second An- Or, as (©) 'uis in the 
notation. margent and Greek, # 
juſtified from ſin, [ That 
is, from all his paſt or former fin, 
Rom. 3. 25- | And for the New Birth 
9K7t0 Righteouſneſs , that alſo ſeems, 
though in other places of this. chapter 
ſufficiently i7timated, yet moſt plainly, 
and fully taught in the 11. and 12. ver= 
ſes. Likewiſe reckon ye alſo your ſelves 
to be dead wnto ſim , but alive unto 
God, throngh Jeſus Chriſh our Lord, 
Let not ſin therefore reign un your mor- 
tal body, that ye ſhould obey It in the 
Luſts thereof. For doubileſs the Apo- 
ftle did not perſwade them to! reckon 
and think otherwiſe of themſelyes, than 
indeed things were with them, eſpeci- 
ally, when thereupon He grounds that 
grave exhortation, v. 12. Let not fin 
twerefore reign in Your mortal body, 
that Thereby plainly giving them 
to underftand,. that #bzrefare docs he ſo 
preſs them, becauſe by the Grace of ' 
Ba= 


oy 
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Baptiſm and the Covenant therein re- 
cited, They were not only enabled, buf 
alſo engaged to oppoſe the xezgr: of ſin 
in their mortal bodies, though they 
could not the Inexiſtence and Beeing 
of Ir. 
Second, Proof, Joh. 1. 33. This 
is He that Baptizeth with the Holy 
Goſh, <5 h 

Third Scripture-proof. 1 Coz. 12.13. 
For by one Spirit are we all Baptized. 
into one body. He, faies. the ancient 
Church upon-the place, who hath made 
us to become one Body, and who hath 
regenerated us, is one and the ſame 
ſpirit, For one is not baptized by one 
ſpirit, and Another,,by Another ſpirit, 
bur All by One and the ſame fpirir. 
Nor only is He that Bap.ized vs, One 


and the fame Spirit, bur He alſo, to 


whom, or into whoſe Name He hath 
Baptized us, is One allo. Oxe Lord, 
One Faith, One Baptiſm, Epheſ, 4. 5. 


| For, fecing by theſe two places, among 


many other, the Baptizers are Jeſus 


Chrift and his Spirit ; What leſs thing 
__than 
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than Juſtification and Co-optation or 
Taking into the boſom of the Church, 
may ſo mighty and merciful Baptizers 
be thought to have wrought? 
Fourth Scripture-proof. Rom. 8. 30. 
Moreover whom He did predeſtinate, 
them he alſo called , and whom He cal- 
led, them he alſo juſtified : and whom 
He juſtified , them He alſo glori- 


fied. 

; | The Primitive Church . 
Ser Chryſoſtom' - upon the place, He juſti- 
#pon the place. hed, ſay they, by the 
Laver of Regenerati- 
on; and, whom: He juſtified, He alſo 
glorified, He glorified, ſay they, by the 
Grace of the New Covenant and by 
their being adopted tp be ſons. ' For 
this is the great glory of Believers, That 
3n this life they are the ſons of God 
by Grace, (* ) and his 

( 3) Third 4n- true Church on Earth, 
not ation. Fifth, Tit,-3, ve 5,6: 
——hath ſaved us by the 
waſhing of Regeneration , and of Re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt: - [hath ſaved 
mM, 
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1, | that is, ſaith Mr. ee, pa. 62. 
hath brought us into the ſtate of Salya- 
tion. 

The ſixth and laft proof ( for this 
time; ) That Article of the Nicene 
( * ) Creed, 1 believe 
One Baptiſm [ that is, - (4 ) Fontth An- 
One and the ſame Ba- 7tat/on. 
ptiſm among all Chri- 
ftians never to be uſed but once | For 
the Remiſſion of Sins | to wit, of all ſins 
that are paſt, Rom. 3. 25s Of Original 


> | fin only, in Infants ; But in Others, 


of all paft fins whatſoever , After, name- 
ly, the faith ſeriouſly profeſſed in Ba- 
priſm and therein no leſs ſeriouſly under- 
taken by them, to be their Rule of life 
for alltime coming. 


Ipſas Tu Res crede : modos at neglige 
Rerum. 

Qua Ratione ? mode quonam ? quas 
lique ſequels ? 

Dotta cohors a;401 fatti ſunt Hereti« 
C141e. $; 


1 ——The 
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— The Things themſelves Be- 
lieve, | 


Let bee the Howes and Whyes : luſt to” 


retrieve 

The How and Why o'th' faith, fo full 
aoth ſtore 

With Atheiſts, Hereticks, the learned 


007 Cs 


Doſt See (ſaith Sr, Chryſoſtome up- 
en Romans, p. 149. of Savsls Edition, 
line the ſeventh.) That this chiefly i 
the property of faith, that Believers ha- 
wing diſmiſſed all ſuch conſequence, ſc- 
quele, Inference and deduttion, 45 ts 
here below, do lookunto things that are 
above Nature, and throwing aſide the 
weakneſs of Ratiociyations, do receive 
all things from the Power of God, 

To which. purpoſe alſo is the whole 
Fthicon after his ſecond Homilie to that 
Epiſtle, p. 1%. That we are to receive 


all things by faith and not by Ratiocina- 


tans, 10r to require a Reaſon of the 
Commands and ordinances of God, but 
ta Obey only, 


Fail, 


Y 
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Faith, faith One, #s a ſworn officer 
| of the Great King, and has akey for 
every lock, that 1s fit to be opened, It 
forceth nothing, but where 1t cannot en- 
ter by full knowledge and comprehen- 
fion, It ſtands without, and waiteth 4 
fitter ſeaſon, &c. Let faith alfu be the 
chief ſpeaker in all your debates, And 
then the Reſult will be, that Carnal Rea- 
ſon and preſent ſenſe ( though very te- 
nacious and ſtubborn ) ſhall yield the 
cauſe and let you go. 


Three Items or ſub- 


monitions. (' ) ( g) Fifth Anno« 
tations 


SefF, 3. Great good and no Hurt in 
Godfathers and Godmothers, 


All the doubt and difficulty about 
Godfathers and Godmothers, does pre- 
-þ fently vaniſh, 1f we can but remember 
theſe few things ; 

1. That they ſtand not and anſwer 


not, for themſelves and in their own 
perſons, 
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Perſons, but only as the Reprelentatives 
of the whole Church Catholique. 


2, That they take nothing upon. 


themſelves, as Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers, but what did lie upon them be- 
fore, as Chriſtians , namely to admo- 
niſh the Infant, - when grown up, as 
occaſion might be and ſhould be. Which 
thing certainly Every Chriſtian 15 bound 
to, as by many other Scriptures, ſo 
particularly by that, When thou art 
converted, ſtrengthen thy brahren, 
Luk. 22. 


3. That whereas All ought to be glad 


of handſome occalions to do good ; 
Every one, that is zealous for God and 
ſouls will take it very kindly to be en- 
treated thus to repreſent the whole 
Church at the Font, as upon diverſe 
other Conſiderations, ſo this particu- 
larly, That they have one occaſion more 


than they had before, To admoniſh the. 
child, when grown, to do his duty. - 
For doubtleſs Occaſions and Opportu- | 


nities of doing good, offer'd unto us, 
are to be lookt upon, as mercies and 
ſpecial 
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ſpecial Providences from God , and 


| not only read:ly, but allo thankfully to be 


laid hold upon. 

4. That they, thatis, The Church, 
do not promiſe that the child ſhall really 
and eventually believe and do, as in the 
Baptiſmal vow , But only tbat He ſhall 
ſolemnly promiſe ſoto do, when come to 
age; and which in very deed He does 
do, every time He anſwers to the fourth 
Queſtion in the Catechiſm ; but moft 
ſolemnly at Cor.firmation. 

5- That, if chrough the changing of 


Habitations, or any other Providence 


not preventable, Any one cannot. ad- 
monſh his little One, as He moſt de- 
ſires, Then to his full ſatisfaction, let 
Him bur call tro mind, That thoſe duties 
do lie upon all other Chriſtians, who 
areat hand, and not atall upon Him : Be- 
Cauſe in that Caſe the per- 

ſormance of 'em i5 to him /6) Sixth A4n- 


b morally Impoſlible, Fl notation. 


Set, 
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SefF. The Grear ends 

( 5 )Se-enth Au- and Benefits of Wor- 

AItatiens thy Receiving. ( EI 


Q. Why was the ſacrament of the 
Loras ſupper ordained ? 

A. For the continual Remembrance 
of the ſacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, 
and of the Benefits, which we receive 
thereby. | Prolepſis. Not chat Remem- 
bring 1s the only End of the Ordinance 
( for there are many other, and thoſe 


expreſled in the very word ; and among- 


other, theſe four. 


7, That we annunciate and ſhew un- | 


tothe father the death of our Lord, «- 
gil He come, 1 Cor. 11+ 26, that 1s, tl 


the Lord Feſus come to judge the Quick 


and dead , that is to ſay, fo long as the 
wy 

world endureth. (*) 

(2) Fighth 4n- In every of our Com- 
not atz0n, munions we offer unto 


God that One andthe? - 


fame offering, which to Him our Lord 
H*mſelf once offered upon the Crols, 
Heb. 10.14. And this. ( as in that very 

ext 
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text the Apoſtle teacheth ) to our Pqg- 
 feRion, that is, to our Juſtification and 
ſalvation, the only PerteRion and Con- 
ſummation of Believers. For in this 
ſervice We do viſibly, though not au- 
ably, take upon us, though bur duft 
and aſhes, to tel] our Maker to his face 
becauſe Chriſt would have us to be ſo 
bold |) That He muſt needs forgive and 
ſave all us pornitent Believers, Becauſe 
to this end by his own Covenant, The 
Lord Jeſus by his Death, hath made 


our full Aronement ; And that this very 


T Death, in that way, which Chriſt hath 


taught us, We do now offer and preſent 
' unto Him. Wherefore this whether 
ſacrifice or manner of Offering , That 
He at any rate cannot 

reject or deſpiſe. (?) (5) Ninth Annes 


t ations 


\ 2+ That All the merits of the Body 
and- Blood of Chriſt, may, in the very 


'| AR of Receiving, be applyed, ſet-home 


and clapt cloſe to the ſouls of all Wor- 


thy Receivers, as taught we are, _ 
| only 
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only in the Anſwer to the third Que- 


ſtion, ('* ) verily and | 


C10) Tenth Anmo- indeed taken and re- 
| fation. ceived by the fairhful 

in the Lords Supper, 
but alſo 1n 1 Cor. 10. v. 16. The (up 
of Bleſſing which we bleſs, 15 it not the 
Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? 
The Bread, which we break, 15 it net the 
Communion of the Boay of Chriſt ? As 
if He ſhould have ſaid, withont all doubt 
Tt 15, 


3- That the Unity and Communion. 


of Believers may be kept whole and en- 
tire. 1 Cor. 10. 17. For webeing ma- 
19 are One Bread and One Body. And 
Chapter the 12. Verſe the 13. For by 
one ſpirit are we all baptized into One 
Boay, whether we be Fews or Greeks, 
whether we be bound or free, and have 
been all made to drink into one ſpirit, 
Where obſerve we, firſt, the Power, 


by which All is done, The ſpirit of. 


God in the Scripture promiſe, as well 
as in Himſelf. Secondly, That Unity 


and Communion is here made the ends 
of 
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of both Sacraments. And thirdly, That 


| the Sacrament it ſelf, is made a means 


of Unity.— —To drink into one ſpirits 
As if He ſhould have ſaid, The very 
drinking in the Euchariſt is a great 
means of Oz? ſprrit, that is of Unity and 
Communion, 

4. That all Receivers may bind 
themſelves-to -a worthy Amendment of 
their life, In one word, To New life , 
according to their Baptiſmal Vow, 
thex moſt ſolemnly renewed, ( by their 
ſolemn receiving -of the Communion, 


F or by their taking the Sacrament upon'r, 
that ſo they will do; orelſe be moſt 
ſolemnly perjur'd ) 

For in that (*) 
Goſpel Pſalm, the ( 11 ) Zleventh An- 
fiftieth, verſes the rotation. 
fourteenth and fif- 


teenth, compared with the. fifth and laſt, 
The very ſpirit of God zz Prophecie 
ſeems to teach very plainly, That All, 
| who have made or ſtruck a Covenant 
with their God, by -the ſacrifice of 
Praile, verſe the filth, that is, by on 
Us 


= 
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Euchariſt or Communion, are, «n that 
reſpeft, moſt carefully to pay all their | 
vows ( and eſpecially this great vow of | 
Receiving ) unto the moſt Higheſt. 
And ſo if they do, and then call upon 
Him in the time of trouble, any trouble. 
whatſoever , but eſpecially that great 
trouble, Death approaching ; Ther will 
He hear them, and tex: ſhall they ho- 
nour Him, for his great Grace and good- 
neſs to them. | | 

The words, theſe , Offer unto God 
Thanskgiving Þ or the Euchariſt | and 
pay thy vows [ therein ] unto the moſt 
Higheſt : And call upon me in the time 
of trouble : ſowill I bear thee, and thou 


alt glorifie me. 


i. 


So that this Ordinance we are to look *|* 


upon, as upon moſt other , that is, Not 
only as Confirming and Refreſhing, but 
alſo as Converting and Reforming. ) 

As then we began to ſay, In this an- 
ſwer the Church ſeems thus to have 


ſpoken, Not that It conceived Remem- | 


bring to be the whole and only End of 


the Ordinance, but bec; uſe It ſaw that to 
ve 


| 2a .,..,. m_——— A a ., ac Xx mc cz 


'_ 


of TUozthip &t Pzactice, 115 
be the End, which 1a the very Inſtitu- 
tion was exprelly mentioned ( for ic is 
the Buſineſs of a Catechiſm to propoſe 
not all things, but the Eaſteſt and moſt 
undoubted. }_ 

Some will ſay perhaps; If Receiving, 
or, The Holy Communion hath ſo ma- 
ny great and gracious Ends, E Effects and 
Purpoſes; Why don't ye Miniſters call 
us oftener +0 It ? 

We anſwer diretly with the Ape: 
ftle ; Thus will we do, Heb. 6. 3. when 
your Obedience 5 fulfilled, 2 Cor.” /IO. 
V. G6. That is, When ye People ſhall 

be ſo devout, as hombly and bearrtily to 
defire it. Bur till then, We have moſt 
certain DireRions from Jeſus Chrift, 


1 to ler things be, a$ they are, rather than 


expoſe (o- dreadtul myſteries 40 that 
ſcorn and contempr, 4 Chriftians of 
wnperfebt Obedience, and 1n ſuch diftra- 
cted rimes, us: theſe, will be fore t to put 


4 Upon them, F' 
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The General Submonitica, or 
Item. 


Ever fince Catechizing has been 
dcamed unworthy of the ſame Care and 


regard, with Preaching , and Ever (ſince ' 


the true meaning of our Church, or, 
which i all ene, of the ancient Church, 
concerning the Inward- and fpirtust 
Grace of thetwo Sacraments, hath/been 
for above this threeſcore years ſo gene- 


rally . forgotten, and unlearnat in Enp- |. 


Land, And ever {ince Confirmation hath 
been neglected, or, which is all-one in x 
manner, but perfunRorily and formally, 
certainly not fo gravely, wiftly, "and 
&taunchly. adminiftred, as it ſhould have 
been | Auguſte, Curate, Severe : (From 


theſe calamcous. SeduQions unto this 


time, Religion and the Church have, 
every body ſees, been under. ſuch Jea- 
loufies and ſuſpicions, as are now ad- 
vanced to plain Drollery, ſcofting and 
comempt, Ner will it ever ſure be 
aherwiſc , till the: Generalty can be 

| brought 


«iS + 


of Wozthip # Pzactice, 117 


brought to- underſtand: and believe their 


Catechiſm, 2s in other points, ſoclpe- 
cially theſe three, That in Baptiſm 
there is really 4 Death rnto ſin, and a 
New birth unto Rigbtegnſneſs , and 
That The Body and Blood of Chrift are 


eerily: and indeed raken and recerved by 


the fazrhful im the Lords Sapper ; And 
char Confirmation, upon x fer1ous Pro- 
feſlion gone before, is That,firſt, where- 
upon. The ſevenfold ſpirit is moſt cer- 
tainly given 


- . Secondly, By which the greateſt miſ- 


chiefs and maladies of this Church are 
moſt effetually met with and cured, 
Thirdly, 7z which every Biſhop ſhall 
either ſerrle in the right way, or reduce 
from the wrong, more by far in twe 
months diligence, than all the Preachers 


| | in the Dioceſs, by their Preaching fa- 


culry, are like to do in the whole year, 


nay 4n many Years. 


In a word, thus z That concerning 
the two Sacraments, He both believe 
and do according to the zfore-alledged 
Scriptures, ſeems G—_— neceſſary, 

| 2 as 


118 The Plain Mans wap 

as in ſundry other, ſo eſpecially in this 
reſpect. £3 Becauſe though the | 
ftrength of faith and Readineſs of ſoul,to- 
gether with Innocency and Reformation 
of life, be the main things for compaſ- 
fing Salvation * Yet a great depree of 
theſe things will ſure never be ableto 
excuſe our conſtant NegleQts of theſe or 
gny other Ordinances of God whatſo- 
£vEr. 


THE 
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Annotations. 


Irft Annotation. page 100. - 
And that ſuch Catechi- 
zing,and Preaching that 
i, ſuch Hearing there 
be, It & the plain word of God in this 
place, ——and Hearing by the word—- } 
0%.) Whereas you would recommend ihe 
neceſſary_practice of Catechizing , you 
lay it upon a text, which.is generally un- 

.derſtood to be meant of Preaching oper- 
ly ; and therefore will make no proof 
for the other. A-fw. I cannot tut take 
the confidence to mind your Lord:hip, 
That Catechizing ' Optima concionan- 
d: Ratio, as une calls it) is ſure the 
Principal part of the Hearing in thac 
text ;. And that I doubr very. much, whe- 
ther the Open Preaching, that now ts, 

F 3 bg! 
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de there at all meanr. Sure I am, Cate- 
Cchizing was a part of S,Ph;l;psPreaching 
Chriſt 19 theEunuch, 4ct.8 Add hereunto | 
this, to my ſeeming, moſt ſavoury word 
of a late Print, We plazaly /ee, ſaith He, 
that the eApoſtolical Preaching was 6:- 
ther Catechiftical Inftrudtions, or Piau 
eAamenitiens. Nay more, Ir ſeems by 
ſundry ancient uncontroleable Authors, 
That thar famous School at Alexanaria, 
founded by St. Mark, was mainly 1n- 
tended for Catechizinug 3 And.that Cle- 
ment, after Pantenus, was there Cate- 
chit. Alexandrie (ſaith Hierom in his 
Catalogue of Eccleſfiaftical Writers) Er- 
cleſiafticam Scholam tenuit ,& xgmy nowvav 
magifter fuit, that is, Clement after 
Pantenu, keptihe Ecclefraſtical Schoul 
at Alcxandria, and was there Maſter 
of the great things therein taught and 
profeſicd, that is, of Honeſt Catechiſm 
LeQures, and plain quiet Enarrations of 
Holy Scriptures. | 
(2 ) Second Annotation page 102. | 
——from all bis paſt or former fin : | 
For our moſt judicious Divines do eh, 
That 
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That the Analogie berween the waſhing 
with water and Regeneration lies in the 
cuſtom of waſhing Infants from the pol- 
lu:tons of the womb, when they are 
firſt born ; This being the firſt office 
done unto them, when they come ont 
ofthe womb, if they pnrpoſe ro nou- 
riſh . and bring them up. As there- 
fore in our natural birth, the Body is 
watſht with water from the pollutions, 
wherewith 1: comes beſmeared out of 
the Matrix { Ezek, 16. v. 4, F.] : So 
Mm our Second birth from above, the ſoul 
is pariffed by the Sp:rit from the guilr 
and pollution of ſm, to begin a ew life 
to Godward, 

( 3- _ Third Annotation. page 104. 
For this ts the great Glory of Believers, 
That in this life they are the Sons of God 
by Grace, and his true Church on 
| Earth, | This being the proper Notion 
of Glory in Rom. 9. 23. and 4"). 
' For, the weſſels of mercy before prepared 
for glory, v.23. ſeems to be Nothing, 
but as 1n the next verſe, Vs, whom He 
b.ah-called not of the Jews only, but alſo 

F 4 off 
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of the Gentiles , that is, Veſfcls of mer- 
cy fitted for this Glory, or glorious bene= 
fi. of being called into the vitible Church, 
as one would. fay, The great glory of 
the Jews 1n verle the fourth, | ro whom 
pertaineth the Adoption and the Glory | 
now in th's twenty third verſe becomes 
the Chriſtians great Glory, For tothis 
very purpoſe are al) the other five ver- 
ſes, til] the four laſt, Wherethe Apo- 
ſtle ſhews his great Drift in this whole 
Chapter ; Even to juſtifie Gods ſevere 
but very jſ# dealing with the Jews, in 
caſting them off for their unbel:ef, frem 
being the true Church, and taking in the 
Gentiles in their ſtead, upon their Fe- 
lief. 

(4) Fourth Annotation. page 105, 
h it tf, ne, and the ſame Baptrſm 
among all Chriſtians, never to be uſed 
but ozice, ] And this to mind us, faies 
the Ancienc Church, How careful, we | 
{hot id be to walk wortby of our Bz- 
ptiiſm, and how watchfyl againſt All Gn 
after Ir, Becauſe this Remedy can be 
uſed but ance, And, though the IVowa- 
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rrans and others, have been too ſevere 
againſt fins afcer Baptiſm, yet certainly: 
after ſuch ſfolema Vow and Premiſe 
againſt Ir, -To give ones ſelf over to. Li- 
ecritiouſneſs, muſt-needs be ſuch aggra- 
vated: fin, as_cannot in any reaſon be 
thought remiſſible, bur upen moſt bittey 
and brin#h Penitence, © 

(5) Fifth: Annotation.. page-- 107. 
Thele three Irems, or Submoenitions , 
ſeem alfo very neceſſary to be added to 
this matter 5 (1) Ut #& certain, faith 
the Church, by Gods word, That - chile 
dren, which are baptized, dying befors 
they commur+ attual ſim, are undoubtedly 
ſaved.” But, if we ſuffer. chem ro go our 
of the-: world: without Baptiſm, what 
dreadful doubrs and chilling ſurmiſes do 
we caft our ſelves into > ſeeing a great 
part of Baptized Infants are ſnatched 
away, before they come to the: uſe of 
Reaſon, and free-will, —L, (auh Biſhop 
Daverant, in his Epiſtle to Dr. Ward, 
Pe--17. dare affirm with Bucer ,. on 
Mar. 19. That no Age of man affords 
more.Cuizens to: HHeauven, than does the 


SOR 


P>4 ThePlain Yans way 
Infant eA ge: ——Nullam omnino Homs- 
ns etatem Regno calorum plures cues 
dare. 
(2) That Prolepſis out of Peter Mar- 
zyr, on ARom.3.p. 175. ſeems very con- 
derable;/nfinitos reperiri,qus Sacramen- 
tumBaptiſmi apud ſe diutiffime habuerunt 
abſque frultu ;, caterum poſtea conver- 
ft ad Deum, per Id multumpromovernnt.. 
Infinite Numbers of 'ieople, who for a 
long time bave bad the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm gon them without any fruit or 


profiting to ſpeak on - Tet afterwards. | 


being rowz.ed up, and thorowly minded. 
of the Ends of It, have thereby been 
much belped in the way of Godlineſ3, 

C 3 ) The comforts which the' fixt 
and beft Chriſtians took in this faith con- 
ecrning the Inward grace of Baptiſm, 
were not few norlight, Among other, | 
theſe : Firſt, that their Children having Þ 
been Baptized, were, they certainly be- - 


fieved, in the ftate of Salvation - As in: : 


our Catechiſm , 4nd 1 heartily thank 
err beaventy father, that He hath calted 
= 610 this ftate of Saluation through fe 

HS: 
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ſus Chriſt our Saviowr, Secondly, Thar 
as not themſelyes, ſo-neither were their 
children deſtitute of power and ſtrength, 
from above to.oppole the Dominion.of. 
fan, 6” 6 Thar the Holy Ghoſt in. 
Bapuſm, did ſeize upon their children: 
in Gods behali : So that whether they 
themſelves lived or dyed,, They had an. 
allured Hope, Chriſt had: taken ſuch 
| charge of their children, that, unleſs by 
their wilfull abuſings of the Grace in: 
them, They did wreft themſelyes our 
of his hands, Amiſs chey could not. do, 
neither for this life, nor for the world: 
to come, What a comfort( ſaith Mr. 
Taylor upon Tit. 3.5.) # this for 4 
father to ſee his child wajhed with the 
Blood of Chriſt ? cleanſed from all paſt 
ſin ? ſet into the viſible (hurch * yea 
into the Body of Chriſt , in the right uſe 
-of this Sacrament * A Bleſſing certes, 
wherein a Parent onght more to rejorce, 
than if He cowld maks Him heir of the 
whole world. And all this nothing: but 
ana Imitation of that pious paſſage in. 
Mr. (alvin[ Inſtitel. 4 6.16. $eult. | 
_, Quan 
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| Quam enim ſuave pits animis, non ver» 
| bo tantum, ſed oculari etiam ſpeAaculp 
Certiores fiert, tantum- je pratie apud 
Patrem caleſtem obtinere, ut poſteritas 
fna itlt ſt Cure ? His enim widere eff, 
at providentiſſim eroga Nos Patris fami- 
lia sperſonam ſuſcipit, qui ,ne poſt-mortem 
"rornn fſollicitudinem noſtri deponit;, quin 
iberis quoque noſtris conſulat & profpt- 
&Aat.. 

( 6) Sixth Annotation. page 109. 
——%# to him morally impoſſible..' The 
Objections, which have been made 
againſt this whole third Paragraph, 
with their Anſwers, have been as fok- 
loweth:; 

I-. Ob, He by his ſureties aQtually 
promiſes, as the- Liturgy expreſly de- 
clares. ... he [2 

Anſw. iThis ſuppoſed Declaration 
muſt needs be either that in the Cate- 
chiſm, They'did promiſe and vow three 
things in-my Name, Or, that in the 
charge after the Oflice, Foraſmuch as 
this. child bath promiſed by you his Sure- 
tes., to. Tenounce-—to believe——and: 

lo. 
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to ſerve———; But the' two great grounds 
of my Notion .were,T told you, theſe 
two Injections, 1. That Godfathers 
-and Godmothers in the Intention of God 
and his Church, ftandnot for themſelves, 
but as the-Repreſentees: of the whole 
Church, 'and for themſelves,, only as 
three members of It. 2\, Fhat the true 
meaning. of -theſe words , firſt, that 7 

ould renounce——ſecondly, that T 
ſhould. believe———and thirdly, that I 
"ſhould keep-—, 155,, Thar, when come 
to ape, | ſhould:/o/emnly vow and pro- 
miſe to renounce ——to believe and 
ro keep——:- And ſo: allo-in the charge 
after the office, And this, ano leſs ne- 
ceflary than frequent Metonymie,-1n the 
very Scripture, as well'as1n the Chorch. 

I. Neceflary ; For, Niſs Tropo- 
ram Breviloquents1- -Were it not 
for the comprehenſroeneſs of Tropes, 
The Scripture and Chureh. had never 
uttered cheir High aud Heavenly. No- 
tions in fo few- words, as they- have. 
No marvel therefore, if their moſt Di- 


vine Theology. hath ' ſeemed. and doth 
ſcem 
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ſeem yain and lying, and Nonſeuſero all 
them,, who,. by th:nkgng , have not been 
able co reach the very Things, and in 
their mind to compaſs them -Ne- 
que ita loqui, ut Veteres locuti ſunt, eſt 
verbs tndere., (ed Rem fublimem ſub- 
limibus verbis 'exprimere ;, ſaith Hugo 
Grotis moſt underftandingly, Anwmad- 
verſione ad Riveti Animadverſiones, ad 
Art. iO, 

2. trequents as 2 Tim. 1. g—— 
Grace which was givez us in.Chrift Je- 
ſus, before the world began : that is, 


promiſed ana decreed to be given unto ws. | 


Jeretn. tz. 10. See I have this day ſet 
thee over the Nations,and over the King- 
doms, #0. rpot-our, 411d to pull down ;, that 
1s, to tell them afore-hand, that, unleſs 
they repent in time, rooted and pull'd 
down they ſhall be without fail. Joh. 3.3. 
Jeſus knowing that the father had giver: 
all thiogs.into his bands 3. that is, had 
promiſed .to give. Joh.17.2. AsSthou. 


haſt given him power over all fleſh ; that. ] 


ls, haſt promiſed, that thou wilt give Him 
this power. Vt z jure ſepe, ſaith One, 
As 
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Afaithful promiſe and full purpoſe zo give, 
exprefled by, I bave given. Joh. 17.10. 


——evenſo alſo have I ſent them inio 


the world ; that is, I have deſiened them 
to be ſent; or, I am reſolved 5o ſend 
them. v. 22, . And the glory, which 


_ thou gaveft me, 1 have given untocthem , 


that is, I am reſoly'd to give it them, 
So alſo v. 24. —thar they bebold my 
glory, which thou baſt givex me , that 
ts, haſt decreed to give unto me. - So 
bere, To renounce, to- believe, to keep ;, 


_ that is, ſolemnly ro promiſe to Renounce, 


to believe, and.to keep. 

Now theſe things being ſo and ſo, till: 
theſe our Interpreiations and obſervati- 
ons be ſhewed to be incongruous, may 
rheſe clauſes ſimply raken, beurged uPep, 
#5, Who take ut for one of our grounds,, 
that they are 76 to be received amply, 
nor without the Interpretations giyen,.on 
ſome likethem? For; ; 

T.. If the Sureties did promiſe that the 
Baptized ſhould realy and evemtually 
believe, renounce, and live, as inthe Ba» 
ptiſmal Yow. it is,, wethink, impoſſible 
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He ſhould be true to: his undertaking. 
F.r who can ſay or undertake that Any 
other (hall eventually and Actually be- 
tieve, repent, &c ? Sothar neceſſarily 
there muſt ' be ſome other Interpretation 
of the words, if not ours, Becauſe in 
themſelves they: are not tolerable. And 
who would: undertake that, which He 
cannot but be unſure, that He ſhall ever 
perform'Tr >; 
\ 2, 'The moſt obvious :ſenfe of the 
words has been, to my knowledge, 
Thar, which has frighted. ſo-many from . 
doing this Chriſtian office, of ſtanding at 
the Font, for Infants. And can that Root 
be Chriſtian , which naturally; as - tc 
were, fends up fuch an averſenels, to 
That, which is right good and Chriftian 2? 
3. This plainly ſeems to bave been 
ſome part of Dr. Hammonds Notion in 
this' mater ;* Not undertaking; ſaith he, 
for them that they ſhall eventually per- 


forms Tr, but taking it in- their Name, | 


Nay if He had ſeen nothing of Ir, Yer a 
much more renowned Authour of our 

Churcb, faw- Ir all in a manner, as ap- 
Wi Pears 
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pears by the ſixty fourth Section, of his- 
Fifch Book , and this, Not from himſelf 
and his ownſpirit, but from the guiding of 
St. Auſtin, Epiſt.23. Offeruntur,ſa1es the 
Record, Pary:'ls ad percipiendam?ſpiritu- 
alem Gratiam , non tam ab 1its, quorum 

reſtantur manibus ( quamuts & ab TIp-= 
ſts, ft & Tpfi Bon figeles ſint ) quam ab 
univerſa Soctetate Santtorum & Fidee 
linm ? that is in Engliſh, Little Ones, 
faith he, are preſented to God for recci- 
wing the ſpiritual Grace of Baptiſm, 
Not ſo much bythem, in whoſe arms they 
are born ( although by them to, if Ho- 
neſt Believers they be ) as by the univer- 
fal ſociety of Saints, and Faithful Ones, 
that is, by the Catholique Church, and 
more eſpecially by all the members of 
that National Church, within the Pale 
and juriſciction whereof born they are, 
2. 0b. Godfathers and Godmothers 
are in particular Sponſars, and have par- 
ticular Engagements, which he upon 

none elſe, 
Anſw.. I, T confeſs, thought ſo for a 
long time . Put withal, firſt, T knew 
nor 
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not then how to encourage my ſelf or 
Any other to become a Sponſor. Se- 
condly, I do not know ofany Law of 
God. or man, that ſo determineth or 
teacherh. For as for the words of the Ca- 
techiſm and thoſe ofthe Charge, my full 
perſwaſion is, There is that Metonymie 
em them, which but now and oft hath 
|been ineulcaced ; and which yet I verily 
think, God threw into me, at my great- 
eft need ; that is, when I was about to 


throw all aſide, and wholly to rejet 


and diſlike that, which 1 could not teil 


what to-make of, as many in many ether | 


things are known to have done. Bur 
cheſe InjeQions, I thank God, ſaid me, 
and yer do. 

3. Ob. Pr. Hammond, Pratt. Catech. 


lib, 6. Set. 3, towards the end, ſaics 


lainly of Godfathers, and Godmothers, 
hey are abſolutely undertakers and 
Sureties, as to making the Infants know 
what a promiſe they bave made : Does He 


not mean the Godfathers and Godmo- | 


thers in their own perſons ? 


Anſwe 


ob» ov mb» 
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Anſw. Doubileſs, He does : But yet 
1n ſenſu compoſito not diviſo ; thus, They 
together with all other © briftians ; Not 
they, in contradiſtintion and oppolirion. 
tothem. They among other Chriftians, 
Not They only , But they as much as 
all other, and all other as much as They. 
According as before was ſignified unto us 
by St. Auſtin, eſpecially by his, (quam- 
us & ab Ipfis.) For our Notion 7ow of 
Sponſores, and ſaſceptores, ſeems clein 0- 
ther from that of Hyginas, and the firſt 
_ Chriftians : Our heads run altogether 
upon Thoſe, that ſtand at the Font, and 
one other ; But the ancient Notion was, 
They and all Chriſtians elſe. 

4. Ob.. Againſt thoſe words, p32. 109, 
That thoſe duties do ke npon all other 
Chriftians, n ho are at band, and not at 
all* upon Him, Becauſe to Him morally 
_ zwpoſſible. | The like comfort you may 
give to One, who is bound by Articles 
or other Engagement, ro maintain ano- 


| ther in all Necefſaries, That He' need 


not trouble Himſelf, Becauſe every Bo- 
dy is bound in Charity to relieve the dt- 
Krefſed. Anſw. 
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Anſw. When you ſay, One bound im 
A ticles or other Engagement 
m-2an doubtleſs, Onebound, ftanding in his 
own ſtead and for Himſelf ozly, Not One, 
ſtanding only as the Repreſentee of 0- 
thers, ſuch as Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers at the Font by us are ſuppoſed to 
be... And if ſo, They not only may,. but 
eught ſure to comfort and ſatisfie them- 
ſelves in this, That, if by removing their 
Habications or other Providence not pre- 
ventable, They cannot be ſo charitable 


to the Baprized Infant, as they defired ro | 


be, God accepts the will for the deed #2 
them, and. expeRs not that duty from 
them, which ro them is morally Impoſ- 
fable; eſpecially, when the Seripture 


ſhews the duty to belong to All, and not. 


only tothe Godfathers and Godmathers, 
that appeared at the Font. EI 
From all theſe things well weighed and 


aid together, It has been thought meer 


ehus farther to exprefs the matter; Wheye- _ 


4 All Chriſtian Parents are bound by 
Nature as well as Grace, to havea great 


©£2-e of the vertuous and. Chriſtian Educa- 
| tion 
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tion of their Children; and are preſum- 
ed not eaſily. ſeducible to ſo .heinous a 
neglect , They therefore ſeem not to 
need this memento of ſtanding at the Fonr 
for their own children, but are forbid- 
denſo to.do,On purpoſe that af Chriſti- 
ans elſe ſhould be -minded by this whole- 
ſom Inſtitution of Godfathers and God-= 
mothers, as the Repreſentees of the 
whole Church, Thar they are to look 
upon themſelves as Fathers in God, and 
Mothers in God to all B3ptized Infants 


| whatſoever, and, according as occaſion 


may be offered, are to conceive them- 
ſelves bound by their Chriſtianity (eſpe- 
cially by .that part of It, When thou art 
a gronn Chriſtian thy ſelf, endeavour 
that all baptized children maybe ſo to.) 
To admoniſh, reprove , exhort and 


watch over all Chriſtned children, as 


much as the Parents themſelves are: For 
in the intention of God and his Church, 
All Chriſtians whatſoever are 5 effect, 


| thatis, a-to. the ends, duties and uſes of 


them, as much and as truly Godfathers 
andGodmothers to the Infany Baptized, 
as 
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25 thoſe three that ſtood at the Font, 
when Baptized it was. Add hereunts 
that theſe chree being gachered rogether 
in the Name of Chrift, ſeem a fir Num- 


ber to repreſent the whole Church, or, | 


Alt Chriftians, whom they do indeed 
ffand for and anſwer for, and nor for 
chemſelves only. Nay in Chriſt Fefus, 
All Chriftians, wharſoever are by ſuch 
Scriptures, as theſe, Whofoever ſhall 
do the will of my father, which ws in 
Heauern, the fame ts my brother, ſiſter 


and mother, Mat. 12. 49. Look, not -|. 


every man on hu own things, bat every 
man alſo on the things of others, Phil, 2. 
4. ) as nearly relateqro one another, as 
Parents and Children, Brothers and Si- 
ſters, Mothers and Davghters, ec. 

- In ſhort, whereas of ihe great Omif- 
ſions of this Ape, theſe two ſeem yery 
fignal ; The neglect of due Obedience 
eo Lawful Authority, and The negle@& or 


wanr of Fraternal Admonitton,orCorrep- . | 


tion towards one'another;the copiouſneſs 
of Scripture in both» Teftaments ought 
ſufficiently: to traſh us from our deltbe- 


rate 


; 
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rate Negle&s of the former z as the'In- 
Micution of Godfathers and Godmothers, 
beſides many clear Scriptures, ro ftir 
us up to # duer care of the latrer. Let 
' Us therefore (( together with a due Re- 
eard of the General Submonirion before) 
but make conſcience of Submiſſion to all 
lawful Authority, and fer our felves, 
| every- one; to the prudent: difcharge of 
that great duty, Fraternal: Correption, 
and a New face of Things in Chriftian 
Religion will preſently ſhew Ir ſelf ey 
. triumphingly ; and let us not in thee 

of it. 

After all chis, It is fure more than time; 
that- we take our leave of this matter ; 
and: we do-it, not without adding theſe 
two Obfervations. 

( 1. ) Whereas there is this clauſe in 
the Catechiſm, my Godfathers and my 
Godmothers in my Baptiſm , Let no man 
think thar thereby is mtended, rhat every 
_ child ſhould have two Godfathers and 
two Godmorhers, contrary tothe Ru- 
brick, For the form of ſpeech, feerns to 

be like that in the Goſpel, The rwieves 


alſo — 
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alſo——caſt-the ſame in his teeth ,, when 
It was but gne of them, thatdid ſo : As 
in that place to the Hebrews, They ſtopped 
the mouths of Lions, were ſawn aſunder : 
when the former has reference to D.anzel 
only-; as the latter, to Eſay. Andin 
round ſpeaking, we uſually expreſs an 
Indefinite-by a Plural ; One of many, by 
many or ſome. Ag here, my. Godfathers 
and Godmother in my Baptiſm, being 
a man-child ; and my Godfather and 
Godmothers, . being a female, - expreſſed 
in the Catechiſm inthis. round, Indefi- 


nite Plural ſpeech, my Godfathers and | 


my Godmothers in my Baptiſm. 
. © (2.) Agreater Honour for an Eccle 
fiaſtical Inſtitution could, we think,hard- 
ly berhought on, than that It moſt pur- 
- poſely ſets up: this great and high Ducy 
of fraternal or Chriſtian Admonition 
- and Correption. A duty, which, if well 
underſtood and diſcreeily - practiſed, 
would certainly bring the power of Chr1- 
Tianity again into the world, and that in 
3 very notable manner, Which therefore 
God grant! 


(7) Se- 


- 


; 


= aA ca, »v «a lk. A RP © th. x 9” 


« Lt: Wu an wil wir. 


«sÞ 


of Wozhhip # Pzacice, 139 
(7+ ) Seventh Annotation. page 110- 
The great Ends and Benefagof worthy 
 Recerving, And a wortliy Receiver 
doubtleſs is every One, who having ta- 
ken Chrift Jeſus for his Lord, and his 
Goſpel for his Rule of life ; allows Hime 
ſelf in no fin. 

Firſt, Who having taken Chriſt Feſus 
for bus Lord, | as Joh. 1.12. As many 
.as received Him, to them gave He power 
to become the ſons of God, even to as ma- 
ny a5 believe in his Name. WhereRe- 
_ ceiving or taking is plainly the Enarra- 
tion of Believing : or This of That, 
Secondly, ——and his Goſpel for his 
Rule of life, ] as Fob. 15. 7. If ye abide 
in me, and »zy words abide in you, Ye 
ſhall ask what yewill, and it ſhall be done 
unto you. v. 10. If ye keep my Command- 
werts, ye ſhall abide in my love : even as 
I have kept my Fathers Commandments, 
and abide in his love. 
C | Thirdly,——alows Himſelf in no ſm: ] 
called Pſal. 26. v.6. waſhing the hands 

97: 22N00eCNcy ; and that wv. 11. interpre- 

ted by, walking innocently, and ſo going 
G ro 
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fo Gods eAltar, in full afſurance of be- 
ng cen and of having all the me- 
riis of Chriſt Jeſus applyed unto his ſoul 
in the very Act of Receiving. For the 
Aſſurance bereof, we have.holden forth 
t6Us, 2s iN other places, ſo eſpecially 
in Pſal. 119. 6. Then ſhall I not be 
aſhamed, when I have reſpect mnto all thy 
Commandments, And Pſal. 66. v. 18, 
19, 20. moſt plainly taught and aſſerted 
is Gods diligent attending to all the 
Prayers and Services of Bim, who re- 
gards no iniquity in his heart, that is, 
whoallows himſelf in no fin. 

( 8. ) Eighth Annotation. page 110. 
Tn every of our Communions, We offer un- 
zo God that One andthe ſame offering, 
whichto Him our Lord himſelf once of- 
fered upon the Croſs, Heb. 10. 4. | This 
great End and Benefit of worthy Recei- 
ving, We learnt firſt from theſe words 
of St, Chryſoſtome upon the Hebrews, 
P. 523. line the twenty eighth of Savils .| 
Edition : 6 agreed; nyav ixeives £510, 
s Thu TFuoiay TU nafeiprouy vans mpoot- 
YE Yule t£xtiviuy mpogoeeamtl X; VUV, THY THTE 
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exon fro , Tw avanrun. Our 
High Prieſt is He, who hath offered that 
Sacrifice, which doth cleanſe us. That 
do we offer even now, that which thes 
was offered, the Invincible One, never 
f0 be ſpent nor Worn Out. THY d.VUMQT's 
And line the thirtieth, s 472 lu voy, va 
= T6 0a fefeus Torts 4.4 THY auTIy dt 
moureuw, Not another and another Sa- 
crifice, as the High Prieſt then, but al- 
Waics that One and the ſame. 

After Him, from Mr. Perkins, Mr. 
Jede, Dr. Hammond, Dr. Patrick, and 
the Renouned Hugs Grotim. Ofwhom 
the ſecond-in the 377. page of his wor- 
thy works declares Himſelf to have been 
fully perſwaded, that the true meaning 
of, Do thu im remembrance of me, 1s 
this, Do this 1n remeinbrance of me, 
uot 10 your | {elves and Neihbours, but 
ro my jather. Juſt as in the title of 
Þlalm the 3%. A Pſalmto bring to Ke- 
memorance. Only Toy, 1.e, Our re- 
memvring God in the Communion # by 
Deed . Twat of the P/almiſt, by Word. 
And for Grotiat, What wor.s can be 


Pg 
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more plain than theſe ?- Quad eſt; guad- 
Chrifti Sacrificium, nobis impenſum, n0- 
bis donatum, Deo Patrs offere, & ut 
ſic dicam, ob oculos ponere non poſſimus ? 


In his Animadverſfion to Rzwers Animad- | 


verſion upon the tenth Article. What 
ſhould hinder but that the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, beſtowed upon 1, and given unto. 
45, We may offcr unto God the father, 
and as [ way ſo ſpeak, put it juſt before 
his eyes ? And in his Yoram pro Pace Pe 
$5. Deinde Eccleſia—- After this the 


Church He doth not ſay,as the Papifts, 
"The Pricſt only | in her wonted form 


and words commemorating the ſacrifice 
of Chriſt, In ſo doing, doth ſacrifice al- 
ſo and Offer that which u her own : 
That which Chriſt hath given Her, lie 
puts before the Eyes of God, and by that 
ſhe entreats Him; eAnd the very ſame 
ſacrifice It «, which Chriſt offered : 
Idem unum verum & fingulare Sacrifici- 
um, Auguſtino, The ſame One true and 
ſmgular Sacrifice to St. Auſtin 3 pins 
Svaia, Enuſebio, To Euſebius the Sacrifice 
of Remembrance , votes Wain, Alits, As 

#0 
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to Others, The Sacrifice Intellectual or 
e Myſtical. 

Nay fo certain and obvious: is this 
truth, that the Romaniſts themſelves do 
more than. hinc Ir unto us, even plainly 
| teach and preſs It. (aſſander for in- 
ſtance in his Conſultation, ofthe .{-ſter-= 
dam Edition, A/. 1642. P.1E3. Nos di- 
Crommus We ſay, that all the efficacy of: 
the Communion [- miſlx ] # from C hriſt, 
who is the only High Prieffk, He ut 
[ the Prieſt afcer the Order of Melchize- 
deck,, not after the Order of Aron, 


| now in Heaven } who conſecrateth ,, He, 


who offereth ; He,who propitiates God the 
Father Almighty. But manthe Prieſt is 
only the Miunifter of Chriſt and of the 
(burch. And p.. 184. to prevent miſtake ;, 
Scotus, ſaith He, in his Quodlsbets, rea- 
ſons, That this Oblation of the Euchariſt. 
z not accepted, unleſs it be from an 
Accepted Offerer, andof reſpeit to the 
good will of ſome One offering, the Ca- 
tholique Church: for inſtance.. For this 
1 not done immediately in reſpett of 
Cbrift Himſelf offering, Becauſe Chriſt, 

G3 alihough, 
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although here He be «offered, as contain= 
ed in the Sacrifice, yet does not He 11- 
mediately offer the Sacrifice ; according 
to that in Hebrews the ninth, Mor that 
He ſhould often offer Himſelf |" as once 
He did upon the Crols, a Prieſt atter the 
Order of Aaron | for ſo ſeemit. might, 
that the Celebration of one Communion 
[unius miffe_] wight be equivalent to the 
Paſſn of Chriſt, This miſtake there- 
fore He further meets with,. and the 


point further. explains, namely, p..195- 
and 207, Firft, p. 199. Here therefore + 


*%, No new Sacrifice ; for both # there. 
rhe ſame Sacrifice, which was offered upon 


the Croſs, and the commemoration of that. 


Sacrifice Ar fans in myſtery, and the 
Repreſentation in figure of Chriſts Prieſt- 


hood and Sacrifice continued in Heaven © 


Whereby namely No new Propitiation 


and Remiſſion of fins is brought about 3. 


But That, which was once ſufficiently ef- 


feltedon the Croſs, 1s required to become 
zo us Effeftual, Therefore the Ancients. 


in this myſtical Sacrifice had reſpe&t not 
fo much to the Oblation once performed 


% 
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01 jheCroſs, ( the memory whereof ts here. 
| kept ). as to that never diſcontinued 
© Prieſthood, and perpetual Sacrifice, which. 
the Everlaſting Prieſt. daily offers in 
Heaven 3. ſome ſemblance whereof 1s 
beld out to us in the ſolemn Prayers of 
our Miniſters. In which reſpeit alſo 
this Sacrifice 1s affirmed to be made for 
the common ſalvation of All, but yet 
Unbloody, and as Tertullian ſpeaks, 
by Pure as1t were, white and clean | 
Prayer, Incruenta. & Pura Precee. 


| And p. 207. thus; Moreover by the 


Word Sacrifice or Oblation, is meant the 
very Attion or manner [| or Intent | of 
Offering , and thus far different from 
| that which was uſed onthe Croſs, albeit 
the Sacrifice, which 1s offered, be the ſame 
[ quamvis Hoſtia, quz offertur, eadem” 
fit ] For thenandthere this Sacrifice of 
the Body was offered by Paſlion and 
Death : Here and now by the myſtical 
Remembrance and Repreſentation of 
that death.. There offered it was for 
Propitiation and full Payment of the 
| Price ; 0 Here to the Impetration and 
| G 4. whe 
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obtaining of that Price to our Souls. 
For hither is to be referred That in the 
Canon, Unae & memores, &c offert= 
mus tibs, &C. 

And which is ſpecially to be obſerved, 
this Oblation is by them themſelves ſaid'ro 


be! Common to the People and Prieſt, Be- 
cauſe It is offered by the Prayer and De- | 


votion of the People, and by the mini- 
ſtry of the Prieft, Que oblatio communs 
arcitur Populo & ſacerdots, quig——: 
As alſo, Becauſe He alſo is ſaid to rffer 


in whoſe Name the Offering u made. 


Tum etiam, Quiz & ts offerre dicitur, 
cujus Nomine offertur. 

And, now ler any one think, whether 
there can be a more likely way thought 
of, for taking the Romanifts off from 
their monſtrous Conceit of Tranſubſtan- 
 tiation, than 02 By recalling them to the 
ſenſe of their own ſobereſt Writers, as 
well as of the ancient Church ; Namely, 
« That Chrift indeed is Sacrificed in eve- 
*ry of our Communions, but by all 
«© Communicaats as wel} as by the Pricft: 
& And that there is no Benei:t, Dread, 

o« and: 
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« 1nd Comfort, which their Tranſub- 
« ftantiation can pretend unto, which, by 
<« this Faith, every Communion of ours 
<©< doth not verily and indeed, reach out 
& nto, and challenge from, every worthy 
«© Communicant. 

( 9. ) Ninth Annotation. page 117. 
IWherefore this whether Sacrifice or man- 
ner. of offering, That He at any rate 
cannot rejett or deſpiſe. | According ro 
that of St. Auguſtine 3 Ila, que in cana 
Chriſtus exhibet, Fides accepta interpoe 
{ at mnter H_ noſtra & Iram Des, 

tanquam farisfactionem & Propitiatio.. 
nem. Theſe things which Chriſt exhi- 
bits in his Supper, Faith having-received 
them, interpoſeth them a3 a Satisfattion 
and Propitiation between our ſins and 


Gods wrath, For ( as oft hath been no- © 


| ted 3 and never can too often ) the Sx- 
crifice of Chriſtians is nothing but that 
One Sacrifice of Chrift once offered up- 


{ on the Croſs, again and again comme. 


morated. Which thing ſeems wittily 


expreſſed by thoſe words of St. Andrew, 


recorded in the Hiſtory of his Paſſion, 
Writ- 


? 
| 
| 
f 
| 
| 
| 
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written by the Presbyters of Achaza-; 
Where eAgeasthe Proconlul requiring 
Him to Sacrifice to Idols, He is ſaid to | 
have anſwered thus;. Omnipotents Deo, = 
qui uns & verm eſt, Ego omni die ſa- 
crifico I Sacrifice daily. to Almighty 
God, but what ? not the ſmoak of Fran- 
kincenſe, nor the fleſh of bellowing bulls, 
nor the blood of goats: No, butT offer 
daily the unſpotted Lamb of God on the 
Altar of the Croſs, whoſe fleſh ard 
blood though all thefaithful eat and drink, 
of, yet after all this notwithſtanding, the 
Lamb that was Sacrificed, remains intire 
and alive ſiill. Integer perſeverat & vivus. 

This Riddle though A geas the Pro- 
conſul were nor able to unfold, I make 
no queſtion but all Chriſtians can. 

( 10.) Tenth Annotation. p. 17:3, 
———verily and indced taken and receiv- 
ed by the faithful in the Lords Supper | 
Becauſe Dr. Srillingficet, and Mr. Bur- 
net, are at this day of great Reputation |. 
amongſt us, and not without great Cauſe,'Þ 
Inſtead therefore of the numberleſs 
number of Godly Divines, giving teſti- 
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mony to this truth ; take their Atteſtati- 
on as we meet with It in the third of cheir 


_ diſcourſes, after the Conference, p. 150. 


The Euchariſt, (ay they, i ſuch a Com- 
memoration of the Death of Chriſt, as 
doth really Communicate to the worthy 
Receiver his crucified Body, and his Blood 
that was ſhed, &c, And p. 153. Yet af- 
ter all this, the Fathers ſay no more, but 
that in the Sacrament, They aid truely 
and really Communicate on the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, which we alſoreceive and 
; Believe, 

(11.) The Eleventh Annotation. 
page 114 ——for in that Goſpel-P/ alm, 
the fiftieth— | St, Auſtin lib, 1. Contra 
AdverſariumLegis & Prophetarum,cap. 
20.Ecclelia immolat Deo #7 corpore Chri- 
ftt Sacrificium laudss, Ex quo Des 'Deo- 
rum bocutus vocavuit terram 4 ſolis Ortu 
#ſq; ad occaſum. The Church offereth to 
God the Sacrifice of Praiſe, ever ſince the 


.Þ F«lfilleng of that in Pſalm the Fo. The 


God of Gods hath ſpoken, and called the 
Earth from the rifing of the Sun, to the 
going down thereof. 
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